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Chamber News
Carteret County Chamber of Commerce Monthly Newsletter • July 2017

Why Should You Join?
• Networking

• Visibility • Credibility
• Advertising Opportunities

• Community Advocacy
• Community Involvement

• and much more!

Business After Hours President’s Message

Advisory
Board

Benefits
Page 8

Have a happy and safe 4th of July
See inside for BAH photos

Fireworks over Morehead City
Photo courtesy of Downtown Morehead City, Inc.

Crystal Coast
Waterkeepers

Business After Hours

Local Food 
Network

Page 5Page 4
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What Should an Organization
Look for in a Board Member?

When looking for a new person to serve on a 
Board of Directors, it is imperative that they have 
certain qualities. Although the list below is not 
all inclusive, they serve as a guideline for a quali-
fi ed selection:

1. Passion- Any member of a Board of Direc-
tors should have passion for the organization 
and the cause the organization supports and 
serves.

2. Experience- Many times board members are 
selected because “they care”. However, caring is 
not enough, experience serving on a Board of Di-
rectors or experience in working with a company 
(for-profi t or non-profi t) is very important. Caring 
is great and it is certainly required, but not suf-
fi cient enough for a Board of Directors

3. Critical Thinker-A Board of Directors serve 
as the overseer of a non-profi t organization and 
thinking critically and strategically is a necessary 
skill. Critical thinking enables the board to plan 
beyond current status and strategically avoid 
pitfalls that are so common to non-profi t organi-
zations. 

4. Diversity- Diversity is very important in se-
lecting a board member. When selecting mem-
bers to be on a team, sometimes it is easier 
and more like human nature to select those who 
look like us or think like us; and to be honest it 
makes serving easier when everyone thinks the 
same. However, a team should be comprised of 
persons with different skills and abilities; people 
from different backgrounds that are knowledge-
able about different subject areas. Although it is 

not easy, but we should select board members 
that challenge us in our thinking and our way of 
doing things. This provides the board with differ-

ent views and different opinions; thereby provid-
ing the agency with quality yet effi cient direction 
for operations.

5. Time and Willingness- Being an effective 
board member requires time and willingness to 
attend and participate in scheduled meetings. 
Serving on a Board of Directors requires a com-
mitment of time that may be overlooked when 
agreeing to serve. Time is spent discussing over-
all operations of the organization, fund raising, 
strategic planning and more. A board member’s 
willingness to commit ample time to attending 
meetings is necessary for the success of the 
organization.

Boards should ultimately be made up of 
people with complementary qualities. Not every 
individual will have the above traits, but if the 
team is compiled of diverse individuals the orga-
nization will have a robust resource that will lead 
it to success.

Simone Gardner is the CEO/ President of Trinity Consulting Firm and Providence Rehabilitation and Hospice 
Services. She is a graduate of St. Augustine’s College and North Carolina Central University. 

We Feature Made in USA
• US, State, “Open” and 
 Custom Flags
• Flag Poles & Hardware
• Banners, Feathers
 & Windsocks

Atlantic Station • 247-7011

Plus Always the Best in:
• Kites, Puzzles, Games, 
• Bird Feeding Supplies, Yard Decor

etc.

&Kites
Unlimited
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Chamber welcomes vacationers to Crystal Coast
The Carteret County Chamber of Commerce is now operating in 

“full summer mode,” according to Board Chair Tina Purifoy.  “We are 
reminding visitors, second home owners and all others that we are 
the ‘Offi cial Chamber of Summer’ at the Crystal Coast.

“The staff is committed to offering the highest quality of customer 
service to all who seek our assistance,” she added.

One of the perks of visiting downtown Morehead City during the 
summer season is that if the temperature on the town’s sidewalks 
reaches 93 degrees, the Chamber is the place where you can stop 
in, enjoy the air conditioning, cool off, and peruse all the information 
we have in our lobby. Just step inside Chamber headquarters at 801 
Arendell St., Morehead City.

Let the Chamber’s 2017 Business Directory be your guide on 
where to eat and where to shop.

Chamber staff are always eager to offer their suggestions for a 
great family itinerary of places to see, places to go and things to do 
at the Crystal Coast and in Carteret County.  Travel the waterways and 
backroads for adventure, history and to discover coastal treasures.  

Cape Lookout National Seashore is at the top of the list.  The pres-
ent Cape Lookout Lighthouse was completed in 1859 and has an 
overall height of 169 feet.  The signal light, which fl ashes every 15 
seconds, is visible for 19 miles.  It is the only lighthouse known to 
have a black and white diagonal, checkerboard daymark pattern that 
indicates compass direction.

When sailors saw a black lighthouse with a white diamond pattern, 
that meant the ship was sailing east or west.  When sailors saw a 
white lighthouse with a black diamond, that meant the ship was sail-
ing south or north.

But to the sons and daughters of the Core Banks, the lighthouse 
just means home.  Learn all about it at the Core Sound Waterfowl 
Museum & Heritage Center on Harkers Island.  Vacationers can drive 
their cars to Harkers Island.   Then take the ferry over to the Cape...
and bring you back!

One of the highlights of summer is the Chamber’s Reverse Drawing 
on Saturday, August 19, which is a casual dinner party at the Crystal 
Coast Civic Center in Morehead City.  Tickets are $100 each, which 
admits two people for the evening’s festivities and open bar.  Plus, 
each ticket holder has a chance to win the grand prize of $10,000 in 
cold, hard cash. 

This is the Chamber’s primary fundraising event of the year, and a 
good time is always had by all. 

For more information, call the Chamber at (800) 622-6278 or (252) 
726-6350.  E-mail requests may be sent to tom@nccoastchamber.
com.  The Chamber offi ce is located at 801 Arendell St., Suite 1, 
Morehead City, NC 28557.  

Tom Kies, President
Carteret County Chamber of Commerce

“The Roaring 20s- Heels, Hemlines and 
High Spirits!” is the theme for the 2017 
Reverse Drawing, presented by the Carteret 
County Chamber of Commerce at 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, August 19, at the Crystal Coast 
Civic Center, 3505 Arendell St., Morehead 
City.   The corporate sponsors for the Re-
verse Drawing are Southern Touch Painting & 
Maintenance, Inc. and Transportation Impact.

The event is open to the public, and each 
$100 ticket admits two adults to the party.  
The grand prize is $10,000.  

“The Reverse Drawing is one of the high-
lights of the year for Chamber members and 
their guests, and who doesn’t love a good 
party?” said Chamber President Tom Kies.  
“Dress is beach casual but there will be a 
costume contest so we encourage the ladies 
to break out the fl apper dress and the men to 
dig out the spats and fedora.  We’re certain 
the evening will be the Bees Knees.”

Mr. Kies said, “You do not have to be pres-
ent to win the big money, but typically about 
500 people attend to enjoy an evening of fun.  
Back by popular demand is the Crystal Coast 

Photo Booth, which is offering free portraits 
of party-goers.”

Entertainment will be by Justin Castellano.

Other amenities include an open bar, a 
silent auction with more than 120 items 
contributed by local businesses and organiza-
tions, dancing and a free cab ride home to 
any location within Carteret County, 
courtesy of Carteret Cab.

“The person holding the last ticket 
number drawn at the Reverse Draw-
ing wins the $10,000 grand prize,” 
Kies said.  “Only 325 tickets will be 
sold, so the odds are much better 
than winning the state lottery.”

Tickets to the Reverse Draw-
ing are available online at www.
ncccoastchamber.com or at Cham-
ber headquarters, 801 Arendell St., 
Morehead City.  Offi ce hours are 
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday.  
The Chamber accepts cash, person-
al check, MasterCard and VISA.  To 
order by telephone, call the Chamber 
at (252) 726-6350.

For information about the Reverse Drawing, 
contact Lana Collmann, Program Manager, at 
the Chamber, lana@nccoastchamber.com. 

“The Reverse Drawing is the Chamber’s 
primary source of non-dues revenue, which is 
a fun way to raise funds without increasing 
our members’ dues,” Kies said.

Chamber’s Reverse Drawing is August 19
- Grand Prize is $10,000
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Carteret Local Food Network

Over a hundred people showed up at the Business 
After Hours at the Carteret Local Food Network, 1586 
NC-101, Beaufort, on Thursday, June 8.  The event 
was co-hosted by Sound Bank and Celebration Cottage 
who supplied the delicious food, all of it farm to table.  
Guest were even treated to locally sourced Carteret 
County caviar.  Eat local-eat healthy. 

Janie Jones, Chamber Board Member and Denyse Bauer of Successful Living 
Strategies and Classic Coastal Creations.

Jody Smith of Sound Bank, Catherine Elkins of Carteret Local Food Network, and 
Amiee Scott of  The Island Grille and Celebration Cottage.

Susan Schmidt, Boyce Cheek and Mark Hooper of the Carteret Local Food Network.

Scott Eckholdt and Mal Garland of Sound Bank.

Eat local. Eat healthy.
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Cyan    Magenta    Yellow    Black

Nancy Baker of Wells Fargo Bank and Sandi Malone, 
Chamber Board Member.

Kat Suralik of Kat Suralik Massage Therapy and William 
Brantley of Lowe’s ProServices.

Left to right: Bryson Alexander – Summer Intern, Everett Long – Board member, Wendy Merrill -  Board 
member, Elsie Herring – Board member, Larry Baldwin – Crystal Coast Waterkeeper, Don Webb – Board 
member (Emeritus), Jim Comer – Board President, Bill Snyder – Fleet Coordinator, Dennis Howard– 
Board Treasurer.

Not pictured: Diane Baldwin – Bookkeeper, William Brantley – Program Coordinator, Daniel Mejia 
– Board Secretary.

Scott Eckholdt of Sound Bank and Bob Upchurch of 
Bob Upchurch Appraisals, LLC.

Crystal Coast Waterkeepers

The offi ces of the Crystal Coast Water-
keepers were fi lled to capacity during the 
Business After Hours on Thursday, June 
22.  People attending enjoyed the deli-
cious food provided by Tight Lines Pub & 
Brewing Co.  Attendees got a chance to 
meet the board of the organization and 
learn a little bit about the wonderful work 
they do as well as the dangers of seismic 
blasting.

Floats a successful Business After Hours

John and Bet Curtis of Corwin Law Firm, PLLC.



C
YA

N
  M

A
G

E
N

TA
  Y

E
LL

O
W

  B
LA

C
K

page 6 - Chamber News, July, 2017

Carteret Crossroads
Supports Healthy Environment and Opposes Seismic Testing

A healthy environment and a healthy economy are 
interdependent. As a nonprofi t, volunteer organiza-
tion, since 1979 Carteret Crossroads has helped 
protect quality of life in Carteret County for tourism, 
fi sheries, science research, forestry, and agriculture. 
Crossroads’ 15 board members include scientists 
at NC Division of Marine Fisheries, NC Coastal Man-
agement, UNC Institute of Marine Science, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, and NC Aquarium; profes-
sors of environmental engineering and planning, an 
international agronomist, an orthopedic surgeon; 
two charterboat captains and a commercial fi sher-
man. To keep the public informed and active, we 
host forums on local environmental quality: https://
www.facebook.com/Carteret-County-Crossroads-
154893067869747/. 

Crossroads opposes seismic testing and oil drill-
ing, because noise and oil threaten marine mam-
mals, birds, fi sheries and tourism. North Carolina’s 
best commercial and recreational fi sheries occur 
within 35 miles of the coast. Onshore impacts 
would be drastic and long lasting. “All the risk for 
no gain.” In 2015, 125 coastal governments (32 in 
North Carolina, including Morehead, Beaufort, Atlan-
tic Beach, Emerald Isle, Cedar Point; Carteret Cham-
ber of Commerce and Tourism Development Board) 
passed resolutions opposing seismic testing and 
drilling. Brunswick and Carteret County Commis-
sioners stood alone in favor of offshore exploration. 
We urge Carteret commissioners to oppose these 
activities. Under President Trump, a new seismic-

permitting process is underway. Until July 6, NOAA 
is accepting public comments on fi ve proposals for 
seismic testing off the Atlantic coast, including North 
Carolina. Send emails, only on marine-mammal 
impacts, to ITP.Laws@noaa.gov or postcards to Jolie 
Harrison, Chief, Permits & Conservation Division, Of-
fi ce of Protected Resources, NMFS; 1315 East-West 
Highway; Silver Spring, MD 20910). Learn more at 
http://dontdrillnc.org.

Crossroads wants to reduce the use of plastics 
and encourages recycling. Recycling costs less than 
building new landfi lls. Onslow County earns profi ts 
from recycling because they have many accessible 
bins and pay attention to separat-
ing. Annually humans use about 500 
billion plastic bags worldwide; U.S. 
shoppers purchased 57.3 billion 
water bottles in 2014. Every year we 
dump around 8 million tons of plastic 
in the world’s oceans <https://www.
plasticoceans.org>. Plastic litters our 
waterways and beaches; birds, sea 
turtles, marine mammals, fi shes eat 
or become entangled in plastic debris. 
Duke Marine Lab will host a Septem-
ber meeting on marine debris. Instead 
of the NC Legislature killing the Dare 
County plastic-bag ban, can we ban 
plastic bags in Carteret County? Reus-
able shopping bags save money.

If a proposal is bad for the long-

Look who’s joined the Chamber
Please welcome and patronize these new Chamber members who have recently joined the Chamber (through 06/20/2017).

Business Spotlight

term benefi t of Carteret citizens and the local 
economy, like sulfur smelting, Crossroads opposes 
it. A healthy environment, clean water, wetlands, 
abundant fi shery resources are important for busi-
ness continuity and growth. Find archives of our 
newsletters http://carteretcrossroads.org/newslet-
ters.html.

Accidental Bakery
Jennings Wright
210 Wellons Drive
Beaufort, NC 28516                    
919-219-0885                      
Bakery

Apricot Lane Boutique
Amy Lewis
4950 Arendell Street, 
Suite L
Morehead City, NC 28557 
252-883-8448
Women’s Clothing 
& Accessories

Brooks Funeral Home & 
Crematory, Inc.
Rodney Lewis
201 Professional Circle
Morehead City, NC 28557 
252-726-5580                     
Funeral Home & Crematory

Cote Boutique
Abby Weiser
1103-C Arendell Street
Morehead City, NC 28557 
336-479-7038                     
Clothing/Retail

Crystal Coast Coffee 
Roasters 
Jason Hawgood
1513 Bridges Street
Morehead City, NC 28557 
252-515-1045                     
Coffee Houses

Crystal Coast Marine 
Consulting, LLC
Christopher German
198 Chadwick Road
Beaufort, NC 28516 
252-617-3792                     
Marine Instruction, Boating 
Education, Charter Boats/
Tours

801 Arendell Street, Suite 1
Morehead City, NC 28557

(252)726-6350 • (800) NCCOAST
Fax (252)726-3505

cart.coc.@nccoastchamber.com
www.nccoastchamber.com

If you’re intererested in joining
the Chamber contact us:

Lady Swan Boat Tours
Tim Simpson
117-A Front Street
Swansboro, NC 28584 
910-325-1200                     
Charter Boats/Tours
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ABEM Digital Creations. Contact Dr. Laura Jean 
Palmer-Moloney at 252-864-5193. By appointment. 
www.abemdigitalcreations.com.  Specializing in 
“Digital marketing.”

Membership Renewals
The following Chamber members renewed their membership 5/16/17 to 6/21/17

DayngrZone Media
DEPS, Inc.
Discovery Map
East Carolina Community Development, Inc.
Eastern Carolina Properties, Inc.
Geodynamics, LLC
Graham’s Senior Living Homes
Hamad Realty
Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites
Hollowell Group Resources
Homan Company of North Carolina
Hope Mission Christian Ministries
Hot Wax Surf Shop
Jame’s Clothing, Accessories & Art
Ken A. Hudson Plumbing, Inc.
Kittrell Auto Parts
Medical Park Pharmacy West

Morehead City Dairy Queen/Orange Julius
N. C. Cooperative Extension - Carteret County
Ocean Breeze Cleaning Services, LLC
Org/Person Name
Pet Docks Veterinary Hospital
Project Christmas Cheer
RE/MAX Ocean Properties
Rusty Hook Marketing
ServiceMaster Janitorial Solutions
Snug Harbor on Nelson Bay
Southern Touch Painting & Maintenance Inc.
Spinnaker’s Reach Realty
The Beaufort Club
The Islander Suites
TowBoat US - Beaufort
Wells Fargo Advisors

Member Spotlight Ribbon  
   Cuttings

The Hair Factory Salon Suites.  5317 Highway 70, 
Suite A, Morehead City.  Contact Krystina and James 
Johner at 252-646-3810.  Specializing in “All hair care 
needs.”  Open with individual suite hours that vary.

The Stardust – Startup Factory.  Contact Michelle 
Babington at 252-412-1576.  By appointment. www.
starduststartupfactory.org.  Specializing in “Support for 
emerging entrepreneurs in the areas of sustainability, 
health and learning.”

Barefoot-Chandler & Associates is a full-ser-
vice real estate company serving all of Carteret 
County. It is a locally owned and operated busi-
ness with offi ce locations in Atlantic Beach and 
Emerald Isle.

Barefoot-Chandler & Associates offer a unique 
value assisting clients to sell their home quickly 
for only 4.5%. Barefoot-Chandler & Associates’ ef-
fi ciency means they can deliver full service in get-
ting your home sold while saving you thousands 
in fees! Owners Jaime Barefoot and Shannon Wil-
son-Chandler have developed a hybrid approach 
to selling homes that combines the best of an 
online discount brokerage service and a full com-
mission agency, but with a local fl air.  Since the 
overwhelming majority of homebuyers today begin 
their home search online, they combine the power 
of expert Internet advertising with traditional ex-
posure on the MLS and the fi nest representation 
to create tremendous value for their clients.  The 
net result is getting your home sold while saving 
you money!

Turn your vacation into a 
lifestyle with Barefoot-Chandler 
& Associates. Their experienced 
team of Realtors boasts a com-
bined experience of over 50 years 
and is passionate about building 
relationships with buyers and sell-
ers to ensure a great and smooth 
experience. Realtor, Kim Reinike, 
uses all resources and knowledge 
of the Barefoot-Chandler team 
which means exceptional cus-
tomer service, 24-hour availabil-
ity, high tech marketing, expert 
negotiating skill and providing all 

the information clients need to make the best de-
cision possible. Barefoot-Chandler & Associates 
will be there from the beginning to the end of the 
process and will happily help you open the door 
to your new home. 

Look no further than Barefoot-Chandler & As-
sociates for Lower Fees, Better Results, and the 
Finest Service.

Barefoot-Chandler & Associates
TheFinestAtTheCrystalCoast.com
252-222-HOME
barefootchandler@gmail.com

Kim Reinike
NCCoastalRealtor.com
615-974-7795
reinikek@gmail.com

8201 Emerald Drive, Emerald Isle
211-2 Atlantic Beach Causeway, Atlantic Beach

Barefoot-Chandler & Associates
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Starting and managing a small business requires paying attention to 
multiple areas of responsibility. Accounting, marketing, operations, sales, 
customer service... and the list goes on. Rarely do entrepreneurs have 
the knowledge and skills to adeptly strategize ways to successfully ex-
ecute all of them on their own. To improve areas of their businesses and 
discover ways to streamline processes, some businesses enlist the help 
of advisory boards. 

According to Penny Pompei, SCORE mentor and chairman of the Palm 
Beach chapter, ”It truly is very lonely at the top, especially at the top of a 
small business. You are expected to be all things to all people, and while 
lots of people have plenty of advice for you, they don’t fully understand 
your business, nor do they always have your best interests at heart.”

An advisory board consists of professionals with expertise in various 
business disciplines, who provide strategic advice to help an entrepre-
neur manage and grow the business. Unlike having a board of directors, 
having an advisory board doesn’t obligate a business owner to act on 
the guidance provided. Advisory boards offer an opportunity to glean 
knowledge from experts without the formality and structure of a board of 
directors.

Some ways small business owners can benefi t from advisory 
boards include:

• Challenge the “tunnel vision” that is keeping them from exploring 
new approaches that might be more effective than what they’re cur-
rently doing. 
• Stimulate creative thinking.
• Connect them with valuable contacts and resources they otherwise 
might not have had an opportunity to meet.

• Facilitate professional and personal development via the new knowledge 
gained from the members of their board.
• Serve as a sounding board for addressing challenges, solving problems, 
and exploring new ideas.  
•Give them a greater sense of accountability, knowing others have a keen 
interest in their progress and success.
“Do yourself a favor and never pick your friends and relatives to be on your 

advisory board,” advises Pompei.  That can lead to problems.  Pick people 
whose knowledge and ability you can respect.  You need people who are 
forward thinkers.  Every business stands a chance of competitors using new 
technology in a way you didn’t see coming.  Pick advisors that will help you 
predict the future.

If you think your small business could benefi t from the help of an advisory 
board, reach out to your local SCORE chapter to discuss forming one for your 
company. SCORE mentors offer expertise in all aspects of starting and run-
ning a small business; they have the knowledge and experience to help you 
assess your efforts and guide you in ways to reach your goals.  Reach your 
local SCORE chapter at 252.222.6126.

SCORE is a non-profi t association dedicated to helping small businesses 
get off the ground, prosper and achieve their goals through education and 
mentorship.  We have been doing this for over fi fty years.  Because our work 
is supported by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), and thanks to 
our network of 12,000+ volunteers, we are able to deliver our services at no 
charge or at very low cost. 

Since 1964, SCORE “Mentors to America’s Small Business” has helped 
more than 10 million aspiring entrepreneurs and small business owners 
through mentoring and business workshops. Volunteer business mentors in 
over 320 chapters serve their communities through education dedicated to 

the formation, growth and success of small busi-
nesses. We are currently seeking future Mentors to 
join our local SCORE team. For information about 
becoming a SCORE Mentor or starting or operating 
a small business, call the Coastal Carolina SCORE 
Chapter, 3615 Arendell St., Morehead City, NC at 
252.222.6126.  Visit SCORE at www.score.org.

Bigger
& Smarter

Radio

Benefits of a Small Business Advisory Board

Joan Lamson receiving 20 year SCORE Service Award.

John Smith receiving Coastal Carolina SCORE Chapter Gold status

Written by Bob Linder of SCORE
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