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McLaughlin BAH

See Page 4

• Networking
• Visibility  • Credibility

• Advertising Opportunities
• Community Advocacy

• Community Involvement
• and much more!

Why Should You Join?

Chamber News 
Carteret County Chamber of Commerce Monthly Newsletter • October 2016

Oceanana Pier the morning of Tuesday, September 13.  Photo by Amy Nelson.

Member Spotlight

See Page 2

Sales Tax Q & A

Message 
from the 
President

See 
Page 8
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We Feature Made in USA
• US, State, “Open” and 
 Custom Flags
• Flag Poles & Hardware
• Banners, Feathers
 & Windsocks

Atlantic Station • 247-7011

Plus Always the Best in:
• Kites, Puzzles, Games, 
• Bird Feeding Supplies, Yard Decor

etc.

&Kites
Unlimited

Customer Service Awards 
Date is October 18

The response to requests for nomi-
nations for the Outrageous Customer 
Service Awards was staggering. The 
Carteret Chamber of Commerce 
received more nominations than it has 
ever gotten.  

“We’re overwhelmed with the 
response this year,” said Tom Kies, Chamber 
President.  “That tells me that the Crystal Coast 
has some outstanding employees that work 
here.”

The awards will be presented at 4pm on 
Tuesday, October 18 at the Emerald Isle Beach 

& Pool Club, 101 Dolphin Road, Emerald Isle.  
The cost to attend is just $5 per person.  Make 
reservations by calling the Chamber at 726-
6350 or go online at www.nccoastchamber.com. 

The awards program is co-sponsored by the 
Carteret Community College, and the Emerald 
Isle Beach & Pool Club.

Member Spotlight:

Carteret Community Theatre
Since October of 1948 there has been an 

amateur theatre group here in Carteret County.  
That original group reorganized in November of 
1953 as the Carteret Community Theatre under 
the leadership of Ruth Barbour.  Until recently, 
the CCT had no theater of it own so plays had to 
be performed in schools, restaurants, tents, or 
in storefronts.

Altogether, in the past 68 years, the CCT has 
mounted over 200 major productions- an aver-
age of better than three a year. 

In addition to producing plays and musicals, 
Theatre personnel have written and performed 
in television commercials for the literacy council, 
participated in a textbook-on-tape project, acted 
for radio dramas to aid children’s reading pro-
grams, assisted drama clubs at local schools, 
provided actors and actresses for videos con-
cerning social issues, given numerous programs 
for local civic clubs and for academically gifted 
students, and performed special theatrics for 
the County Historical Society. 

Since 1994 the CCT has co-sponsored resi-
dencies each year by artists with the Missoula 
Children’s Theatre giving local children unique 
theatrical opportunities.  Additionally, the sum-
mer of 2015 saw the beginning of a series of 
summer drama camps.  The CCT has since been 
able to welcome many children to these camps 
largely through scholarships made possible by 
local organizations. 

In 2013, the Theatre company purchased the 
old movie theater at 14th and Arendell Streets 
in Morehead City and intends to make it a home 
for the Theatre and an Arts Center available to 
the entire community.  

The success of the CCT over more than half 
a century can be attributed to dedication, deter-
mination, and talent. But those fine attributes 
might have been to no avail without the out-
standing support of businesses and individuals 
who have helped, and continue to help, financial-
ly with both patronage and sponsorship.  CCT 
is an all-volunteer organization with 501(c)(3) 

non-profit status. Whatever your interest or skill 
level, the theatre has a place for you.  Our heart-
felt thanks to all.

Join us at our Open House on Saturday, 
October 15th from 9am to noon to learn what 
opportunities await you.  And don’t miss “the 
Addams Family”.  This musical is your chance 
to catch up with Gomez, Morticia, and the whole 
ghoulish family.  It opens for two weekends 
beginning October 28th at 7:30pm.  This will be 
a real trick or treat occasion.

October Business After Hours is 
Thursday, October 20

 “Join us for Business After Hours at the North 
Carolina Maritime Museum’s Harvey W. Smith 
Watercraft Center from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursday, 
October 20, sponsored by the Friends of the North 
Carolina Maritime Museum,” said Julie Naegelen of 
the Chamber.

The Watercraft Center is located at 320 Front 

Street, Beaufort, on the waterfront across from the 
Museum.

“This is always such a special event with equal 
amounts of spectacular networking and views of the 
sun setting over the beautiful Beaufort waterfront,” 
Naegelen said.  “It is a great opportunity to network 
with long-time North Carolina Maritime Museum 

supporters and the Friends of the North Carolina 
Maritime Museum, and Beaufort area businesses and 
residents.”

RSVP at Chamber headquarters, 801 Arendell St., 
Morehead City, call 726-6350 and charge it with 
MasterCard or VISA or pay online at www.ncccoast-
chamber.com.  Admission is $5 and a business
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Chamber Joins 
Business Alliance

Meet the 
Candidates 
- Business 
Forum

The Carteret Chamber of Commerce recently 
joined a coalition called Business Alliance for 
Protecting the Atlantic Ocean (BAPAC).  This alli-
ance is the outcome of a summit held in Myrtle 
Beach on September 12 to discuss the econom-
ic impact of offshore oil and gas exploration, 
drilling and related development.  

The result of that summit was the creation 
of BAPAC consisting of over 7,000 businesses, 
chambers of commerce and business organiza-
tions dedicated to the long term health and eco-
nomic vitality of the Atlantic Seaboard through 

plan is crucial. Alyce offers affordable burial 
plans with memorial planning guides to put 
seniors at ease with end-of-life planning knowing 
that their funerals won’t put a heavy financial 
burden on families, and offer a written document 
outlining everything executors need to close an 
estate.

Alyce is an active Ambassador who visits 
Chamber members just to say “hello.” She 
attends most Chamber networking events, 
goes out of her way to meet new people, and 
introduces members to other members. As 
an Ambassador she believes, “every time an 
Ambassador visits a business on behalf of the 
Chamber, he or she represents the Chamber. I 
take the time to do a full service call on each 
business if possible, and if I cannot, I will try 
to schedule an appointment so I can sit down 

Alyce Meserve is a financial advisor and 
the owner of Broad Creek Financial Services. 
She provides financial solutions for all of life’s 
phases. From insurance to retirement planning, 
Alyce has many tools with which to help you 
identify and solve your problem. In addition to 
quality life insurance, she offers one-on-one 
financial planning consultations where clients 
can discuss their financial concerns without 
worry of being sold something. She is passion-
ate about educating people about financial top-
ics from basic money management to retirement 
strategies. Alyce recently launched a new online 
instant quote system on her company’s website, 
http://broadcreekfinancial.com

One of her specialties is working with seniors 
and discussing funeral funding. As the costs of 
funerals continue to rise, the need for a final 

Alyce Meserve Named Chamber 
Ambassador of the Month

Leadership Carteret 
Looking for Non-Profits

responsible stewardship of the coastal and 
ocean waters. The Alliance will use the collective 
strength of businesses from Maine to Florida to 
oppose all potential threats to economic vitali-
ty- jobs, public health, and environment- of the 
Atlantic coastal states.

According to the Alliance, along the Atlantic 
coast, nearly 1.4 million jobs and over $95 bil-
lion in gross domestic product- mainly through 
fishing, tourism, and recreation- rely on a healthy 
ocean ecosystem.

The Carteret County Chamber of Commerce 
invites the public to meet the County 
Commissioner Candidates and hear them talk 
about their plans for business and the economy.  
The forum will be held on Wednesday, October 
12 starting at 6:30 pm at Joslyn Hall, Carteret 
Community College, Morehead City.  

The Carteret Chamber of Commerce is looking 
for non-profit organizations with whom groups 
from Leadership Carteret Class of 2017 can col-
laborate. Projects to help the non-profit organiza-
tion are agreed upon by the both the non-profit 
involved and the Leadership Carteret partici-
pants.  If you are a non-profit that is interested 
in working with Leadership Carteret, email Tom 
Kies at tom@nccoastchamber.com.

And now it the time to reserve your place in 
the Leadership Carteret 2017 program, start-
ing in January and going through March.  The 

Leadership Class meets for 10 consecutive 
Wednesdays. 

“This will be our 29th season to offer 
Leadership Carteret and our slogan is: 
‘Empowering Tomorrow’s Leaders Today,” said 
Lana Collmann of the Chamber.

“The goal is a comprehensive orientation 
about contemporary issues and challenges that 
are unique to Carteret County.  And we introduce 
the class members to the county’s top business 
leaders and decision makers,” said Tom Kies, 
Chamber President and Graduate of Leadership 

2007. “We visit places off the beaten path and 
behind the scenes in order to give the partici-
pants an experience they will never forget.  We 
guarantee it.”

Applications for participation in Leadership 
Carteret Class of 2017 are available now.  Tuition 
is $415 for Chamber members and $525 for 
others.  The class is limited to 35 participants. 
Address inquiries to Lana Collmann at lana@
nccoastchamber.com. 

with the 
contact 
for a few 
minutes 
and find 
out how 
things 
are 
going, 
even if 
I wasn’t 
assigned 
a survey 
for that 
busi-
ness. I 
ask, how can we help you? Most of the time, 
people respond that they’re happy with the 
Chamber, but don’t take advantage of the bene-
fits. I always encourage people to attend events, 
because I know I will specifically find them and 
introduce them to others if I’m at that event.”

Alyce Meserve
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McLaughlin Chiropractic Center’s 
September BAH Huge Success

A big thanks to Dr. Pat McLaughlin and the crew at McLaughlin Chiropractic Center for 
a wonderful evening of music, food and networking.  We had over 200 people in atten-
dance and Snapperz Grill & Steam Bar was on hand making sure everyone had plenty to 
eat.

Dr. Pat McLaughlin pictured with his wife, Maria McLaughlin.

David and Louis Hughes with the local chapter of The League of Women Voters.

Henry Kahen from Edward Jones Investments and Bill Rogerson, Chamber Board 
Member
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Two of our newest members enjoying the evening.  Amy 
Lock and Patti Schweis from Companion and Home Care. Folks from Sound Bank - Vicki Williams, Jody Smith, Bill Weinhold and Andrew Wheeler.

Jill Sullivan and Margie Propes were part of the great crew at McLaughlin Chiropractic Center making sure the event went off perfectly.
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Membership Renewals
The following Chamber members renewed their membership 8/24/16 – 9/20/16:

All American Pest Control, LLC
Always Nutrition and Fitness
Atlantic Beach Surf Shop Inc.
BeachCare Urgent and Family Medical Center, PLLC
Beaufort Yacht Sales
Bluewater Builders, Inc.
Bluewater Real Estate - Susan Goines
Boardwalk Screen Printing: Embroidery
Bradford H. Piner, CPA, PA
Breakthrough Physical Therapy
Broad Creek Financial Services
Bunn & Company, LLC
Cap’n Willis Seafood
Captain Stacy Fishing Center & Headboats
Carolina Pain Center, P.C.
Carolinas Center for Surgery
Carteret Arts Forum
Carteret Community College
Carteret Community College Foundation, Inc.
Carteret County
Carteret County Crossroads
Carteret County Farm Bureau
Carteret County Public School System
Carteret Vision Center
Carteret-Craven Electric Cooperative
Chalk & Gibbs Insurance and Real Estate
Clamdigger Inn
Clawson’s 1905 Restaurant
Coastal Dentistry
Coastal Press, Inc.
Compass Landing Apartment Homes
Crow’s Nest Yacht Club
CTI

Look who’s joined the 
Chamber

Please welcome and patronize these new Chamber members who have recently joined the 
Chamber (through 09/21/16).

BullsEye Advertising
Mr. Eddie Holland
101 VFW Rd. Suite 2F
Cedar Point, NC  28584
(910) 389-3781
Advertising

Companion and Home Care, LLC
Ms. Amy Lock
208-E Bogue Inlet Drive 
Emerald Isle, NC  28594
(252) 764-9574
Senior/Adult Care

Paradise Dental
Dr. Janice Geng
5380 Hwy 70-W Suite D
Morehead City, NC  28557
(213) 675-8618
Dentists

DeCamo, LLC
Dennis Litalien & Renee Hawthorne
Diabetes & Endocrinology Consultants
Discovery Diving Co., Inc.
Down East Folk Arts Society
Duocraft Cabinets
First Bank
First Flight Federal Credit Union
Floyd’s 1921 Restaurant
Fort Macon Sail & Power Squadron
Friends of Fort Macon
Fudge Factory
Gull Isle Realty, Sales and Long Term Property 
Management
H & H Electric Service, Inc.
H & R Block
Harris Law Firm, PLLC
Homer Smith Docks
Hurst Realty
Ihrie Supply Company Inc.
Inlet Inn
John E. Hagle
Johnson Family Dentistry
Kinetico Advanced Water Systems, Inc.
Kirkman, Whitford, Brady, Berryman and Farias, P.A.
L. A. Downey & Son, Inc.
Longley Supply Company
Mac Daddy’s
Mashburn Appraisal Group
Medical Park Pharmacy
Morehead Motor Company
Necaise Insurance & Financial Services, Inc.
Office Fusion Solutions

The place to go to buy or sell 
a business

Call Sunbelt
Morehead City, NC

(252) 222-0001
Visit us on the web

www.sunbeltnc.com

801 Arendell Street, Suite 1
Morehead City, NC 28557

(252) 726-6350 • (800) NCCOAST
Fax (252) 726-3505

cart.coc@nccoastchamber.com
www.nccoastchamber.com

If you’re interested in joining 
the Chamber, contact us:

Olympus Dive Center
Peer Recovery Center of Carteret County, Inc.
PotashCorp-Aurora
Realty World - First Coast Realty
RSM US LLP
RuckerJohns Restaurant
Safrit’s Building Supply
Sandi’s Beachwear
Soft Water Solutions, LLC
Sound Choice Insurance
Sports Center of Morehead, Inc
Stamper’s Jewelers
Styron & Styron Insurance
The ECA Curb Market
The Whaler Inn Beach Club
The Wine Store
Tiller School of Carteret County
TMX Shipping Company
Toastmasters-Morehead City
Town Creek Marina
Town of Atlantic Beach
Town of Beaufort
Town of Cedar Point
Town of Emerald Isle
Town of Indian Beach
Town of Morehead City
Town of Newport
Town of Pine Knoll Shores
Towne Insurance - The Clement Companies
Trent, Cadillac, Buick, GMC
Veneer Technologies, Inc.
Waste Industries, LLC
Waste Removal, LLC
Water World
Wellons Enterprises
White Oak Shores Camping & RV Resort
Williams’ Floorcovering & Interiors
Williams Hardware

White Swan
Ms. Susan Johnson
407-9 Atlantic Beach Causeway 
Atlantic Beach, NC  28512
(252) 726-9607
Restaurants, Caterers

Weichert Realtors At Waves Edge
Ms.  Lisa Lee
2610 W. Ft. Macon Road Suite C
Atlantic Beach, NC  28512
(252)646-2903
Real Estate
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Ribbon Cuttings
The Crafty Attic. 278 Highway 24, Suite I, Morehead City.  Contact Tina Rowe at 252-349-4539.  Open Sunday 1 p.m.-6 p.m., Monday-Tuesday 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Wednesday-Saturday 10 a.m.-9 p.m.   Specializing in “Do it yourself arts & crafts, pottery, glass art, mosaics, wood & canvas.”

Integrated Family Services, PLLC. 3710-A John Platt Drive, Morehead City. Contact Natasha Holley at 252-648-7850.  Office Hours Monday-Friday 8 a.m-5 p.m.  Mobile 
Crisis Services 365/24/7.  Specializing in “Mobile Crisis Services to assist all people during mental health, substance abuse, and developmental disability crisis 
regardless of insurance.  All services are free.”
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Message from the President

Chamber Supports Waterways 
Maintenance and Dredging Plan

On September 
1, the Board of 
Directors of the 
Carteret County 
Chamber of 
Commerce unan-
imously voted to 
adopt a resolution 
supporting a quarter 
cent increase in the 

county sales tax bringing it from 6.75 cents 
to 7 cents.  The County Commissioners 
adopted a similar resolution stipulating 
that the revenue generated will be used for 
waterway dredging and maintenance. 

It’s estimated that the tax adjustment will 
generate approximately $2.5 million in annu-
al revenue.  A study commissioned by the 
County estimated that conservatively 52% 
of the sales tax collected would be paid by 
non-residents and visitors to the county.  
Additionally, the State has established a 
Shallow Draft Navigation Channel Dredging 
and Aquatic Weed Fund that will provide 
two State dollars for every dollar the County 
provides. The only way to tap into the state 
fund is with matching funds from the County.

“Our waterways are our life’s blood when 
it comes to both commercial and recre-
ational fishing and boating,” said Tom Kies, 
President of the Carteret County Chamber 
of Commerce.  “It’s getting more and more 
difficult to find Federal and State funding to 
keep our waterways open. If there ever was 
a time to act on this, it’s now.”

The sales tax adjustment will not include 
groceries, prescription medicine, gasoline, 
certain agricultural supplies and motor vehi-
cles.

The Board of County Commissioners 
has established a Waterways Management 
Committee to administer the funds.  The 
duties of this commission will be to hold 
community meetings to seek input from the 
community on waterways dredging and main-
tenance, formulate and maintain a schedule 
of waterway maintenance as well as working 
closely with the U.S. Corps of Engineers, the 
N.C. Division of Water Resources and other 
Federal and State agencies in pursuit of 
projects and funding to benefit the County’s 
waterways. 

Bigger
& Smarter

Radio
NOW FM 107.1 WJNC 1240 AM

Q1 Why is the ¼ cent sales tax being proposed?
A1 – To maintain access and navigability of the waterways of Carteret County. Given the current absence 

of federal funding this is becoming a local responsibility.  Additionally this tax will be used to match and lever-
age State dredging funds.

Q2 Who pays sales taxes and what is the current rate?
A2 – The Sales and Use tax is applied to purchases of tangible personal property and “uses” such as 

renting accommodations, paying for services associated with tangible property, etc.  A 4.75% general State 
rate is applied, and items subject to the general rate are also subject to a minimum 2% County rate (total is 
6.75%).  Seventy Counties in the State (including Carteret) have a 6.75% rate, twenty-seven Counties apply a 
7.00% rate, one a 7.25% rate, and two a 7.50% rate.

A study conducted by East Carolina University in 2014 estimates 52% of the sales tax in Carteret County is 
generated by those who don’t live in the County (i.e., visitors).   

Q3 How much would a ¼ cent sales tax generate?
A3 – Approximately $2.5 million per year, which can be used to leverage other state and federal funds to 

maintain our waterways.  

Q4 How do I know the funds won’t be used for any other purpose than waterway dredg-
ing?  What safeguards are in place?

A4 – (1) To ensure fiscal transparency, the County Board of Commissioners passed a resolution in August 
2016 to establish a special line item revenue fund to receive and account for the ¼ cent sales tax.  Also, (2) 
The County created the Waterways Management Committee earlier this year.  This citizen group will also serve 
as a custodian of the waterway dredging sales tax. 

Q5 My boater registration fee went up a few years ago for dredging.  Why? 
A5 – In 2013 the State created the Shallow Draft Navigation Channel Dredging & Aquatic Weed Fund.  It is 

endowed by an increase in boater registration fees and 1% of the boat fuel tax.  This is estimated to generate 
$19 million annually to help fund dredging projects across the State.  Access to these funds requires match-
ing funds which the proposed ¼ cent sales would provide.

Q6 Why then another tax or fee for dredging?
A6 – To generate the local cost-sharing dollars to leverage with the Shallow Draft Navigation Channel 

Dredging & Aquatic Weed Fund.  By virtue of State Law (SL 2016-94), dredging projects in Carteret County are 
eligible for a 67% State cost-share.  The proposed Carteret County ¼ cent sales tax would be an instrument 
to generate all or most of the 33% non-State cost-sharing dollars.   Thus if the $2.5 million generated by the 
County ¼ cent sales tax is fully leveraged with the State fund; then a total of roughly $7.5 million could be 
available for dredging projects in any given year using 67% State – 33% local cost-share formula.

Q7 What happens if the ¼ cent sales tax referendum fails?
A7 – Local governments, in addition to marinas and other businesses will have to provide funding to 

dredge and dispose shoal material by other means.  They will have to make up the difference from some-
where.  For local governments, this likely means out of their General Fund endowed mostly by ad valorem 
property taxes.

Q8 What channels will be eligible to receive waterway funding? 
A8 – All channels will likely be eligible to some degree or another to receive sales tax proceeds designated 

for waterway dredging.  The County and the Waterway Management Committee is inventorying the channels 
within the County.  The inventory is aimed to comprehensively identify all channels previously maintained by 
the federal government, municipally-maintained channels, HOA-maintained channels, and others.


