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• Advertising Opportunities

• Community Advocacy
• Community Involvement

• and much more!
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Mission:

To improve 
the economic climate 
of Carteret County.
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Carteret County:
The most desirable location
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in North Carolina.
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Morehead City, NC 28557
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cart.coc@nccoastchamber.com
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Monthly Newsletter:  April 2016

Carteret County Chamber of Commerce

Best Park Beach!
Cape Lookout National Seashore won the popular vote to be declared America’s Best National Park Beach, claiming top prize in the USA 
Today/10Best Readers’ Choice Awards.  Here’s the link:  http://www.10best.com/awards/travel/best-national-park-beach/.  The announcement 
coincides with the 50-year celebration of Cape Lookout as a unit of the National Park Service.  (Photo by Chris McCaffity)
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Gene & June McLendon of Hope Mission 
Christian Ministries

Member Spotlight:

Hope Mission offers loving hand 
to hungry and homeless persons

Lives are changed every day in a small yellow 
building nestled on a Bridges Street corner in down-
town Morehead City, where Hope Mission Christian 
Ministries serves as a beacon of hope to thousands 
each year who find themselves hungry, homeless and 
addicted.  

Driven by the tireless energy and vision of Gene 
McLendon and his wife, June, this mission of love 
is a ministry that draws from the resources of caring 
people all over Carteret County and beyond to serve 
those who cannot serve themselves. 

As morning dawns, the men’s shelter awakens, and 
with mentoring and guidance from the staff residents 
head out to jobs, job searches, counseling or to vol-
unteer and gain skills to build self-sufficiency.  The 
shelter is open 7 days a week from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m. 
and is a temporary home for almost 150 men each 
year who find themselves without a place to live.  
Their new transitional home opens in March.

The kitchen hums to life, preparing to serve lunch 
to the community and supper to those in the home-
less shelter.  Open 7 days a week including holidays, 
the soup kitchen operates with the help of volunteers 
from churches, businesses and civic groups who join 
with the staff  to feed all who walk in the door.  

People from the community flood into the warm 

and cheery cafeteria; blue collar workers, business 
men and women who come to spend lunch with a 
friend they met while volunteering, and struggling 
individuals and families who rely on the mission for 
one hot meal a day.  For those who can, a donation 
box sits at the head of the chow line; for those who 
cannot, the food is always free.  

Incredibly, last year this extensive ministry fed 
39,763 people with a hot, nutritious meal.  For many 
this is the only meal for the day.

People may experience temporary emergency sit-
uations that threaten the well-being of their family.  
Hope Mission is there to offer counseling, support 
and payment of bills when necessary to cover elec-
tricity, heating fuel, rent and other essentials.  Hours 
of operation for this service are Tuesday-Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  In 2015, assistance was pro-
vided to 304 clients, dispersing a total of $47,791.

Gene McLendon said:  “It takes many hands to 
keep the ministry of Hope Mission open and serv-
ing the community.  Pick your interest and use your 
skill and talents to start today.  Register your team 
or sponsor a hole for the annual Hope Mission Golf 
Tournament June 5 at The Country Club of the 
Crystal Coast or donate to our new thrift store open-
ing the first week in April.”  

“Organize a food drive in your club or church 
and volunteer to fix supper for our homeless shel-
ter.  Buy a ticket to Empty Bowls held each year in 
February.  Bring your ideas and resources to aid in 
starting a shelter for homeless women, a huge unmet 
need in our community.  Write a check or introduce 
the Mission to a corporation or business willing to 
help.  

“It’s easy and rewarding to be part of Hope 
Mission.  If you or your group are interested in vol-
unteering in 
or support-
ing this vital 
ministry, 
contact June 
McLendon 
at 252-241-
5963 or email 
junemclen-
don@ec.rr.
com.  You’ll 
be glad you 
did.”

Chamber Board adopts 2016 Legislative Agenda
The 2016 Legislative Agenda has been approved 

unanimously by the Carteret County Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors and shared with local 
legislators.  

“There’s some ‘unfinished business’ we would 
like lawmakers to take care of when the General 
Assembly convenes in Raleigh for the Short Session 
Monday, April 25,” said Mary Carlyle Brown, Chair 
of the Chamber’s Public & Government Affairs 
Committee. 

“We are strongly advocating the elimination of the 
Economic Development Tier System in this legisla-
tive session, because it has not been working to assist 
communities that are truly economically distressed.  

“Now that a special legislative committee has 
come to the same conclusion we have – that the sys-
tem has been fundamentally flawed – we have the 
ammunition to scrap the state tier system once and 
for all. 

“The Chamber encourages Senator Norman 
Sanderson and Representative Pat McElraft to spon-
sor legislation to eliminate the tier system as soon as 
possible,” Brown said.  

“Federal legislation was passed in 2015 to des-
ignate US 70 as a “Future Interstate” from Garner 
in Wake County to the Port at Morehead City.  “We 
encourage the General Assembly to seize this oppor-
tunity at the state level, leveraging the importance of 
military connectivity to the port,” Brown said.

“New to the Chamber’s Legislative Agenda this 
year is reference to the Cherry Point Regional Joint 
Land Use Study (JLUS), which was initiated by 
Carteret County to bring together county managers, 
local planners and elected officials throughout the 
region to develop recommendations on local ordi-
nances to reflect the future needs of Marine Corps 
Air Station Cherry Point and Fleet Readiness Center 
East.”

Among the JLUS objectives are:  Strengthening 
tall structure and wind turbine regulations, analyzing 
infrastructure capacity, exploring renewable energy 
opportunities, analyzing natural buffers and environ-
mental conservation considerations and establishing 
“military influence planning districts” to coordinate 
communications with the military installations and 
to align noise/lighting/disclosure requirements with 

economic development goals.  
“This could have enormous value and help posi-

tion Cherry Point and its neighboring communities 
for the next round of BRAC (Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission) whenever it is authorized 
by the U.S. Congress,” Brown said.  “We look for-
ward to receiving the complete JLUS report later this 
spring and offering support as necessary with any 
recommendations requiring action by the General 
Assembly. 

“Additionally, the Chamber supports efforts by the 
General Assembly to reform the homeowners’ insur-
ance rate-setting process used in North Carolina, and 
specifically to seek a fairer rate structure for home-
owners’ insurance in coastal North Carolina,” she 
said.  

“We would like to see the legislators get this 
done…sooner rather than later.”

The complete text of the 2016 Legislative Agenda 
can be found on the Chamber website at www.
nccoastchamber.com.  

The May issue of the 
Chamber News will have 
more coverage about the 

award-winning Cape 
Lookout National Seashore.
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Rear Admiral Stephen Metruck, Commander of the Fifth 
Coast Guard District (right), presented the Coast Guard 
Community declaration to Carteret County, and North 
Carolina Court of Appeals Judge Doug McCullough, a resi-
dent of Atlantic Beach, offered congratulatory remarks.

Welcome to Carteret County:  
an official ‘Coast Guard Community’

Carteret County is just the second county in the 
United States to be designated as an official “Coast 
Guard Community.”

Coast Guard Chaplain Lt. Cmdr. John M. Mabus 
of Elizabeth City set the tone in delivering his invo-
cation at the Coast Guard Community Celebration 
February 25 at the Crystal Coast Civic Center in 
Morehead City.  Here are excerpts of his remarks:

“Thank you for this beautiful day and this beau-
tiful location to celebrate and honor the rich Coast 
Guard heritage here in Carteret County.  This history 
is full of Coast Guard innovation, commitment to 
excellence 
and devo-
tion to save 
lives and 
protect our 
homeland. 

“As we 
take time 
today to 
officially 
designate 
Carteret 
County as 
a Coast 
Guard 

Community, we are thankful for the wonderful hos-
pitality that this community has shown to the Coast 
Guard for decades of service. 

“…Carteret County has been a community devot-
ed to rescuing those in need as they have provided 
a welcoming place for the Coast Guard and its mis-
sion, which is so close to your heart and character. 

“We give you praise for the tapestry of connec-
tions between the Coast Guard and the residents, 
institutions and businesses of the Crystal Coast. 

“Thank 
you for 
the ongo-
ing and 
growing 
support 
of local 
officials to 
seek better 
and more 
effective 
ways to 
encour-
age and 
support 
the Coast 
Guard 
mission 
and fami-
lies. 

“We are grateful for the ways that the Coast Guard 
is able to partner with the local schools, churches, 
service organizations and support agencies. 

“We pray for your blessing to continue to be on 
Carteret County and the Coast Guard and its employ-
ees and families here in the Crystal Coast as they 
serve each day with honor, respect and devotion to 
duty.”

Military Family 
Day is April 2

The Military Affairs Committee of the Carteret 
County Chamber of Commerce presents Military 
Family Day from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, April 
2, hosted by DoubleTree by Hilton Atlantic Beach 
Oceanfront Hotel in Atlantic Beach.

MAC Chair David Heath said:  “We are hoping to 
have about 200 people – military members and their 
families – to come join us at the beach.  We are plan-
ning a day of recreation, food and activities on the 
beach and on the grounds at the hotel.  

“We still have slots available for any Chamber 
members who would like to volunteer to help,” he 
said.   

For information, contact Lana Collmann of the 
Chamber at 252-726-6350 or lana@nccoastchamber.
com.

34 ‘graduate’ in Leadership 
Carteret Class of 2016

Leadership Carteret Steering Committee 
Co-Chairs Steve Hellersperk and Alan Leary pre-
sented certificates to 34 new graduates of Leadership 
Carteret March 16.  

“This is the 28th consecutive year that the 
Chamber has offered this program, and truly, the 
Class of 2016 may well be ‘the best class ever,’” 
Leary said.  

Those who successfully completed the program 
are:

Brandon Dyer, Doree Hill and Brenda Reash, 
all of Carteret Community College; Jeri DeYoung, 
BG Horvat and Jill Jaworksi, all of Cape Lookout 
National Seashore; Julie Mills, Bonnie Rogers and 
Deena Voorhees, all of The Boathouse at Front 
Street Village; Gina Albritton and Fred Bunn, both 
of Realty World First Coast Realty; Kirsten Burt 
and Keith Chandler, both of Transportation Impact; 
and Dave Jenkins and Stephen Rea, both of Carteret 
County government.

Erin Blaha of Ace Marine Rigging & Supply; 
Lana Collmann of the Carteret County Chamber 
of Commerce; Kristy Rogers Craig of William M. 
Rogers, P.A.; Billy Davis of Duke Energy; Jeremy 
Dickinson of First South Bank; Al Ebron of Coastal 
NC Coffee News; Anthony English of Atlantic 
Beach Realty; Hap Fatzinger of the North Carolina 
Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores; Janita Gonzalez of 
Island Inn of Atlantic Beach; and Amanda Gray of 
Bluewater Real Estate.

Tate Johnson of United Way of Coastal Carolina; 
Glenda Killion of Hope Mission Christian 
Ministries; Grayson Marlette of First Bank; Chris 
Mashburn of Mashburn Appraisal Group; Nikki 
O’Neal of Sound Bank; Craig Parker of Branch 
Banking & Trust Company; Fran Pigott-Harding of 
Carteret County Group at Keller Williams Realty; 
Walt Wood of W. R. Wood & Company; and Gina 
Wright of Interior Essentials.

Retired Coast Guard Chief Ira Lewis of 
Harkers Island and Coast Guard Lt. j.g. 
Jessica E. Van Horn couldn’t be happier 
about Carteret County becoming an official 
“Coast Guard Community.”  Not surprisingly, 
Chief Lewis, who is 97 years old, was a star 
of the show. 

Cmdr. Javier Delgado of Coast Guard Station 
Fort Macon and Ben Crabtree of Flotilla 
20-02, Morehead City, Coast Guard Auxiliary
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Nearly 205 members of the Carteret County 
Chamber of Commerce and their guests attend-
ed Business After Hours March 8, sponsored by 
Stevenson Chevrolet at the Morehead City Country 
Club.  

“I think everyone had a great time networking,” 
said Julie Naegelen of the Chamber.  “We saw lots of 
new faces, which is exciting for me as we continue 
to encourage new and younger members to come out 
for these events.  A lot of long-term members also 
were there, so it was a wonderful mixture of folks.

“We very much appreciate the generous hospitality 
from the Stevenson Chevrolet staff as well as others 
with the Stevenson Automotive Group.

Stevenson Chevrolet is located at 1435 W. Corbett 
Ave., Swansboro, NC 28584.  Call 866-660-8642 for 
sales or 877-387-4157 for service. 

205 attend March Business 
After Hours function

Tina Purifoy of Carteret County Parks and Recreation/
Crystal Coast Civic Center and Sam Cooper of DoubleTree 
by Hilton Atlantic Beach Oceanfront Hotel

Gina Wright of Interior Essentials and Paul Pittman of 
Stevenson Automotive Group

Raymond Hopkins of Southern Security & Surveillance and 
Jennifer Hall of Cape Lookout Civitan Club

Dr. Lewis Barnum of 
Barnum Chiropractic 
& Wellness Center; 

Maggie Chalk of 
Burnette Chalk 
Architecture & 
Planning, P.A.; 

Assistant District 
Attorney Bob Cherry; 

and Steve Chalk 
of Chalk & Gibbs 

Insurance and Real 
Estate

Lainey Crown of Belle of Bogue and Martha Vaughan of 
Melaleuca

Megan Patton of Tropical Glow Tanning (right) and Chris 
Hepler

Chamber Board member Bill Rogerson (center) with Bryan 
McCoury and Morgan Limon, both of Rusty Hook Marketing 
& Design

Cheryl Mansfield and Lynne DiLauro, both of Edward Jones 
– Bowie Martin
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Leadership Carteret participants
offer personal comments

We Feature Made in USA
• US, State, “Open” and 
 Custom Flags
• Flag Poles & Hardware
• Banners, Feathers
 & Windsocks

Atlantic Station • 247-7011

Plus Always the Best in:
• Kites, Puzzles, Games, 
• Bird Feeding Supplies, Yard Decor

etc.

&Kites
Unlimited

“Leadership Carteret was a great experience.  I saw 
many things I had not seen even though I’m a native, 
and re-saw things I have not seen in years.  I made 
great connections.  I support the Chamber 100 percent.  
Keep up the great work.”  Al Ebron, Coastal NC Coffee 
News

“This program overall was an amazing experience. 
I was given the opportunity to learn so many things 
about this county as well as meet wonderful people.  A 
lot of business connections and friends were made.”  
Bonnie Rogers, The Boathouse at Front Street Village 

“Having recently moved here, it has been so out-
standing learning about what the Crystal Coast has to 
offer tourists and full-time residents.  Great program 
with such a wonderful group of people.  I look forward 
to living in Carteret County and visiting many of these 
locations many times.”  Gina Albritton, Realty World 
First Coast Realty

Jeremy Dickinson of First South Bank and Erin Blaha of 
Ace Marine Rigging & Supply

Jeri DeYoung of Cape Lookout National Seashore and 
Doree Hill of Carteret Community College

Stephen Rea of Carteret County government and Kirsten 
Burt of Transportation Impact

Nikki O’Neal of Sound Bank, Bonnie Rogers of The 
Boathouse at Front Street Village and Grayson Marlette of 
First Bank

Chamber honors 
Gene Foxworth
for community 
leadership

Gene Foxworth, 
Carteret County 
Planning Director 
and General 
Services Director, 
was selected as the 
inaugural recipient 
of the Bob Malone 
“Distinguished 
Leadership Carteret 
Graduate Award” 
and honored during 
the Leadership 
Carteret graduation ceremonies March 16.  

In presenting the new award, Chamber President 
Mike Wagoner told the audience that the Chamber’s 
Board of Directors voted unanimously to establish 
this award in memory of Bob Malone, who died 
November 14, 2015.  Bob Malone was a member of 
the Chamber Board and served on the Leadership 
Carteret Steering Committee in 2015 and was a 
graduate of Leadership Carteret, with the Class of 
2014.  

“The winner must be a past graduate of 
Leadership Carteret and someone who embodies 
the same extraordinarily high level of enthusiasm 
for one’s community that was displayed by Bob,” 
Wagoner said.  

“Bob’s appreciation of the Leadership Carteret 
program and his personal dedication to its contin-
ued success is shared by Gene Foxworth,” Wagoner 
added.  

“Gene was a member of the Leadership Carteret 
Class of 2015, and he served as a valuable member 
of the Leadership Carteret 2016 Steering Committee.  
He is the consummate public servant with a brilliant 
mind and marvelous sense of humor.” 

Gene Foxworth and Chamber Board 
Chair Bucky Oliver

Walt Wood of W. R. Wood & Company and facilitator 
Virginia Jones managed to eat healthier meals and snacks 
during Leadership Carteret.
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Membership Renewals
The following Chamber members renewed their membership between 2/19/16 to 3/15/16

Ribbon Cuttings

Carteret Literacy Council.  4907 Bridges St. Ext., 
Suites D-F, Morehead City.  Contact Karen Lasko or 
Beth & Ralph Nitt at 252-808-2020.  Open Monday-
Friday from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.  Specializing in:  “Life 
skills, reading, writing, math, English as a second 
language, citizenship and grammar skills.  (Those 
attending made a valiant attempt to use their big let-
ters to spell LEARN TO READ.  If you jumble it up, 
you can also spell READ TO LEARN.)

Select Bank & Trust.  168 NC 24, Morehead City.  
Contact Al Nichols or Linda Touhey at 252-726-
0987.  Open Monday-Friday.  Lobby hours are 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Thursday, and 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
on Friday.  Drive-thru opens at 8:30 a.m. Monday-
Friday.  Specializing in:  “Being a community bank 
that offers commercial, small business and retail 
banking services.”

Beaufort Veterinary Hospital.  288 NC 101, 
Beaufort.  Contact Katherine Taylor at 252-838-
1966.  Open Monday-Friday from 3 p.m.-11 p.m.  
Veterinarian on call Monday-Saturday from 11 
p.m.-8 a.m. and Saturday & Sunday from 3-11 p.m.  
Specializing in:  “General and emergency care.”  
(Photo by Dan Williams)

Affordable Hearing
Al Williams Properties
American Red Cross Coastal Carolina
Arendell Engineers
Beaufort-Morehead Airport Authority
Blue Arbor
Bluewater Real Estate and Vacation Rentals
Braswell Carpet Cleaning Co.
Budget Blinds
Buffalo Wild Wings
Capps Trailers.com
Captains Choice Restaurant
Carolina Home Medical
Carteret County Public Library
CenturyLink
Chused & Associates, CPAs PA
Coastal Carolina Regional Airport
Coastal Lighting Gallery
Crystal Coast Tent & Event Rentals, LLC
Dennis M. Marquardt
Eastman’s Carpets
ECON Developers, Inc.
Golfin’ Dolphin Family Recreation, Inc.
Hampton Inn

Member Spotlight:

A Perfect Fit for You focuses
on ‘Lymphedema Awareness’

Harborview Rehabilitation & Health Care Center
Health Promotion Services, Inc.
Hooters of Morehead City
Kivett’s Happy House Realty
Lake Road Winery
League of Women Voters of Carteret County
MCAS Cherry Point
Medical Park Pharmacy East
Mike Toler Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-Ram
Morehead City Lions
Morehead City Marlins
Morgan Printers, Inc.
NCCoast
Preston Development - Beaufort East Village
Pro Environmental Services
SBX Auto
SCORE
Sea of Greed Book
The Cabinet Shop
The Country Club of the Crystal Coast
The Village Market of Emerald Isle
Time Warner/Cable Media Sales
Tom Kies
WNCT-TV

A Perfect Fit for You is more than just a women’s spe-
cial care boutique.  

“Board of Certification” and “American Board for 
Certification” accredited fitters are on staff to help with 
mastectomy, orthotic and lymphedema needs as well as 
offer a full line of diabetic shoes, ostomy, daily living 
aids, power scooters and lift recliners. 

 If you can’t come to them, they will come to you.
This dream that began as Margaret Gibson’s and Shelley Phillips’ desire to help women dealing with breast 

cancer – one of the scariest times of their life:  “Why me?  How will I get through this?
This dream to give women back their dignity through compassion and education has grown into a full ser-

vice Durable Medical Equipment facility – more out of need than anything else. 
Unfortunately, a person dealing with cancer deals with much more.  Margaret and Shelley found it was 

necessary to answer this need and expand their offering to treat the whole patient and not just one aspect.
In honor of National Lymphedema Awareness Month, A Perfect Fit for You wants to bring attention to this 

growing epidemic that few people understand or are even aware of. 
More Americans have lymphedema and lymphatic diseases than AIDS, Parkinson’s disease, multiple scle-

rosis, muscular dystrophy and Alzheimer’s disease combined.
Lymphedema can be treated but not cured, so A Perfect Fit for You hopes to help educate its patients on 

how to prevent lymphedema before it even occurs.  
People suffering from lymphedema experience long-term physical, psychological and social problems due 

to the painful swelling of this condition.  Although lymphedema is common among women who have had 
breast cancer surgery, it can affect anybody who has received trauma to their lymphatic system.  

A Perfect Fit for You takes pride in giving excellent customer service and caring attention to all its 
patients.  The staff is available every step of the way to answer your questions, educate you and give you the 
reassurance you need.  

A Perfect Fit for You is located at 2900-6 Arendell Street in the Morehead Plaza next to Lowe’s Foods.  
Like the business on Facebook or visit at www.aperfectfit4you.com.  The phone number is 252-622-4506.
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Look who’s joined the Chamber
Please welcome and patronize these new Chamber members who have recently 
joined the Chamber (through 03/15/16).

Carteret County Democratic Party
Tina Rodriguez
P.O. Box 708 
Morehead City, NC  28557
(252) 654-2792
Political Party

Cox Accounting and Consulting, LLC
Christine Cox
405 Arabian Lane 
Swansboro, NC  28584
(252) 503-4062
Business Consultants

Cruise One/Your Time Vacations
Mike & Teri Richards
134 Craven Drive 
Havelock, NC  28532
(866) 719-2640
Travel Agencies

Crystal Coast Photo Booth
Krystal Bequette
1292 Mount Pleasant Road 
Swansboro, NC  28584
(252) 393-4422
Photo Booth Rentals

The Crafty Attic
Ms. Tina Rowe
278 NC 24 I & J 
Morehead City, NC  28557
(252) 349-4539
Arts & Crafts Instruction

Allie Miller Photography
Ms. Allie Miller
P.O. Box 3062 
Atlantic Beach, NC  28512
(910) 305-4501
Photography/Commercial

Steve Hellersperk is 
February Ambassador 
of the Month

Steve Hellersperk 
earned the title of 
Ambassador of the 
Month for February 
with the Carteret County 
Chamber of Commerce.  
He represents ACS 
Computer Services and 
Toastmasters-Morehead 
City.

“Steve has been a 
dependable member of 
the Ambassadors Club 
since 2007, and this is his 
fourth time to be honored 
as our Ambassador of the 
Month,” reported Julie 
Naegelen, who serves 
as staff liaison to the 
Ambassadors Club.  

“Steve regularly volunteers to help out at our Business After Hours functions, and he 
is a superb networker.  He knows how to work a room and has a smile and handshake for 
everyone he meets.”

He also serves as a member of the Chamber’s Board of Directors and has served 
as Co-Chair of the Leadership Carteret Steering Committee.  He is a graduate of the 
Leadership Carteret with the Class of 2007.

“Steve’s expertise in effective planning, his precision and his punctuality are all excel-
lent attributes that are beneficial to his volunteer work with the Chamber,” Naegelen said.  

He won the Chamber’s prestigious Cassie Algeo Award for Extraordinary Leadership 
Award in 2010.

To inquire about becoming a Chamber Ambassador, contact Julie Naegelen at 252-
726-6350 or julie@nccoastchamber.com. 

Public is invited to April 28 
Business After Hours Expo

The annual Business After Hours Expo, presented by the Carteret County 
Chamber of Commerce, will be from 4-7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 28, at the 
Crystal Coast Civic Center, Morehead City.  

There are still booths available.  Exhibitor rates are reasonable.  Information 
packets are available at Chamber headquarters, 801 Arendell St., Morehead City.  
Contact Julie Naegelen at 252-726-6350 or julie@nccoastchamber.com.  The sale 
of products and services is permitted but not required.  

The Business After Hours Expo typically attracts up to 500 people and 
includes about 65 exhibitors.  The Expo event is open to the public, and the 
admission fee is $5 per person.

Naegelen describes the function as “a Business After Hours on steroids – com-
bining the fellowship and networking of a normal Business After Hours with all 
the flair and excitement of a business trade show.”

“The floor layout 
enables guests to meander, 
mix and mingle com-
fortably…while enjoying 
ample food and drinks.  
It’s a great way to view the 
full spectrum of Chamber 
member businesses and to 
see what’s new and excit-
ing in the marketplace,” 
Naegelen added.

CenturyLink returns as 
the Presenting Sponsor of 
the Business After Hours 
Expo.

Chamber offers
Business After Hours
April 14 & 21

The Carteret County Chamber of Commerce presents two Chamber Business 
After Hours networking events in April.  Mark your calendars.  

Emerald Isle Beach & Pool Club, 101 Dolphin Ridge Drive, Emerald Isle, 
hosts and sponsors Business After Hours Thursday, April 14.  Co-sponsored by 
Class Act Catering. 

J & S Nursery/J & S Landscape & Design, 8115 US 70 East, Newport, hosts 
and sponsors Business After Hours Thursday, April 21.  Co-sponsors are Wells 
Fargo and The Flame Catering and Banquet Center.

Each event is from 5:30-7 p.m., and admission for each is $5 and a business 
card.  

Pay in advance and your name badge will be waiting for you at the registration 
station.  For information, call 252-726-6350 or contact Julie Naegelen at julie@
nccoastchamber.com. 

Adults only.  Please, no children at Business After Hours. 

“We encourage our Expo exhibitors to get creative…and 
have some fun,” Julie Naegelen said.  “Nobody does it bet-
ter than our friends from Anytime Fitness.”

Steve Hellersperk and Janita Gonzalez were photographed at 
the Leadership Carteret Graduation Ceremony.
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Message from the President

Leadership Carteret memories linger long
We recently brought 

the curtain down on 
the 28th season of 
Leadership Carteret, a 
program that is offered 
annually by the Carteret 
County Chamber of 
Commerce.  Many in the 
audience were calling for 
an encore…or a continu-
ing resolution…to keep 
the program they enjoyed 

so much from ending.  
As every commencement speaker is prone to say:  

“Class of 2016, this is not the end; it is the beginning 
of the rest of your lives.”  

Travis Burt, Co-Founder of Transportation Impact 
in Emerald Isle, filled the bill as Leadership Carteret 
Graduation speaker March 16.  He remarked:  
“It’s great to see so many people enrolled in this 
Leadership program each year.  It’s symbolic of the 
sense of community we have here and our collective 
culture of working hard to help each other.”  

“At Transportation Impact, we have enrolled mem-
bers of our staff in Leadership Carteret each of the 
last four years.  I think any of them will tell you 
what a difference there is between how much they 
thought they knew about the area before spending 
10 weeks in the program, and what they know now.  
The course does a great job cultivating a knowledge 
and sense of pride in our community and comradery 
among peers. 

“Leadership Carteret is a catalyst for creating 
leaders.  

“Leaders come in all shapes and sizes.  Being a 
leader requires a unique personality…and a very 
unique set of characteristics.  Being a leader means 

being someone whose lead others are willing to fol-
low.  Being a leader also means being able to follow 
as well.  

“Leaders are respected in no small part because 
they show respect for others.  Leaders are part of the 
team, not above it.”

Burt continued:  “One of the most important facets 
of leadership is the ability to understand that things 
can always be improved upon.  Whether it’s our rela-
tionships, our businesses or some other facet of our 
lives, great leaders take charge.  They take owner-
ship.  They take accountability.” 

Specifically addressing the new Leadership 
Carteret graduates, Burt concluded:  “You have all 
taken ownership in your community.  And I’m sure 
that you will all be accountable for helping make 
those around us more aware of all that this great 
place has to offer and how much we have to be proud 
of.” 

Responding on behalf of the Leadership Class of 
2016, Janita Gonzalez of the Island Inn of Atlantic 
Beach, said:

“The last 10 weeks have been an adventure.  None 
of us knew what to expect or who we would meet on 
this journey.  This has been a wild ride, but I could 
not have chosen a better group to share the experi-
ence with than all of you. 

“I would like to thank the Chamber for making 
such a class possible.  Thank you for recognizing the 
need to better connect this county’s potential lead-
ers with each other.  This class is more than just a 
meet-and-greet or an introduction to Carteret County 
businesses. 

“This is an opportunity to really get to know indi-
viduals on a personal and professional level.  This 
experience gives us first-hand knowledge of how our 
county operates and how our personal businesses 

Mike Wagoner

play a part in it all.  
“Most importantly, it affords us all the chance to 

build long-term partnerships with each other as well 
as the rest of the county.  It is because of these rela-
tionships that our businesses can become stronger.  
None of this can be done as a spectator.  

“Please let us not forget the people of our county.  
It is their southern hospitality and pride for where 
they live that keeps drawing more and more peo-
ple to our area.  We have hundreds of thousands of 
people who visit our area every year just to get a 
glimpse of where we live every day.  

“All of this is not accomplished by any one busi-
ness or individual.  It is a network, a team, a culture 
to make Carteret County the best it can be for our 
citizens and our guests.

“Reflect on the words ‘ripple effect.’  It is the con-
tinuing and spreading results of an effort or action.  
My gift to all of you is this single stone. 

“Let this pebble be a reminder that if left on a 
shelf or in a drawer, it will have no purpose but to 
take up space.  If tossed in a body of water much 
like the water that surrounds our county, it will cause 
a ripple effect. 

“None of us will ever truly know how one of our 
ideas or actions might cause a ripple effect that will 
change things for the better.  

“Be responsible for putting things into motion.  
Our Leadership Class will not be known as the best 
class ever because of who attended in 2016, but will 
be known as the best because of the ripple effect we 
will cause.”

Special thanks to Travis and Janita for their inspi-
rational comments.  

The Chamber is pleased to serve as Pebble 
Headquarters.  Get yours at 801 Arendell St., Suite 
1, Morehead City.  

Ripple ripple.

The place to go to buy or sell 
a business

Call Sunbelt
Morehead City, NC

(252) 222-0001
Visit us on the web

www.sunbeltnc.com

Chamber joins in Connect NC Bond celebration
Carteret Community College hosted a celebration 

March 16 to thank supporters who worked to ensure 
approval of the Connect NC Public Improvement 
Bond in the March 15 Primary Election.

North Carolina voters approved the $2 billion 
bond referendum by a wide margin, with about 66 
percent voting “for” the bond package.  

Carteret Community College is scheduled to 
receive about $2.67 million to apply toward con-
struction of a new hospitality and culinary arts 
facility on campus, reports College President Kerry 
Youngblood. 

Fort Macon State Park is expected to get about 
$130,000, according to Superintendent Randy 
Newman.  These funds would be used to acquire and 
install an original 10-inch columbiad cannon at the 
fort.  (Fort Macon State Park celebrates the 100-year 
anniversary of the North Carolina State Park System 
April 22-24.)

State officials maintain the bond money can be 
borrowed at low interest rates, and the debt can be 
serviced with no increase in taxes. 

Dr. Youngblood thanked the Carteret County 
Chamber of Commerce for its Resolution of Support 
in favor of the bonds and applauded the Carteret 
County Board of Commissioners for agreeing to pro-
vide supplemental funding of about $2.2 million, to 
move the $5.6 million construction project forward. 

Chamber Chair Bucky Oliver of The Boathouse at 
Front Street Village participated in the celebration at 
the college.  He underscored the importance of the 
new campus facility and its benefits to the hospitali-
ty, culinary and tourism sectors of the local economy.

“Tourism is our Number One industry in Carteret 
by several times,” he said.  “Hospitality jobs locally 
are desirable and far exceed the perception of being 
low pay.”


