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Why Should
You

Join?

• Networking
• Visibility

• Credibility
• Advertising Opportunities

• Community Advocacy
• Community Involvement

• and much more!

Our
Mission:

To improve 
the economic climate 
of Carteret County.

Our
Vision:

Carteret County:
The most desirable location

for business and leisure
in North Carolina.

801 Arendell Street
Suite 1

Morehead City, NC 28557
(252) 726-6350

(800) NCCOAST
Fax (252) 726-3505

cart.coc@nccoastchamber.com
www.nccoastchamber.com

Contact
Us:

Bigger
& Smarter

Radio
NOW FM 107.1 WJNC 1240 AM

Chamber News 
Monthly Newsletter:  October 2015

Carteret County Chamber of Commerce

‘Rainy Day Belles’
Lisa Musto of Aflac and Lisa Bourbeau of Chalk & Gibbs Insurance and Real Estate share an umbrella at the Business After Hours event 
that took place on August 27.  Can you hear the background music “Rainy Day Bells,” written by Neil Sedaka, which became a Beach Music 
classic by the Globetrotters?  “Little gray clouds will cheer up; they’re going to smile and clear up, when they hear those rainy day bells…
Pitter-patter….”  More rain or shine photos on page 5.
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The place to go to buy or sell 
a business

Call Sunbelt
Morehead City, NC

(252) 222-0001
Visit us on the web

www.sunbeltnc.com

Former Emerald Isle Mayor Art Schools, Syndie Earnhardt 
of Bluewater Real Estate and Gus Tulloss of Gus H. Tulloss 
Insurance

Welcome to Emerald Isle!
More than 100 tourism and business leaders as well as local government officials attended the Grand 

Opening Ceremony September 8 at the new Welcome Center in Emerald Isle…along with a few vacationers 
who wanted to learn more about things to do and see at the Crystal Coast.  

Here are some of the folks who were there for the big event.

ACT continues 
to ask about 
‘Life After Pedro’

Unless an 11th hour miracle occurs, Pedro’s last flight 
is Friday, September 25.  That’s when the U.S. Marine 
Corps shuts down operations of the helicopter fleet, now 
based at Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point. 

Who will take up the Search and Rescue (SAR) respon-
sibilities in eastern North Carolina?

Credit the Allies for Cherry Point’s Tomorrow (ACT) 
for asking the million dollar questions.  

The U.S. Coast Guard is expected to step in to fill the 
void…but specific details are yet to be announced…and 
the clock is ticking.  

For several months now, ACT has repeatedly queried 
the U.S. Congress and State of North Carolina officials, 
because the public needs and deserves to know.  

What will “Life After Pedro” mean to eastern North 
Carolina?  The uncertainty is disconcerting. 

At the state level, credit the efforts of Senator Norman 
Sanderson, for he has helped convene meetings in Raleigh 
with the North Carolina National Guard and the North 
Carolina Highway Patrol to assess alternatives to cover 
SAR without Pedro.  The Coast Guard has been invited to 
the table for these discussions…and needs to participate.

ACT’s efforts to serve as a catalyst for resolution have 
also been endorsed by Rep. Pat McElraft. 

Until this issue is resolved, the lives of downed Marine 
pilots, boaters and fishermen in distress and other acci-
dent victims who are not rescued and/or treated within the 
“golden hour” are imperiled. 

In emergency medicine, the “golden hour” refers to the 
generally accepted “amount of time following traumatic 
injury during which there is the highest likelihood that 
prompt medical treatment will prevent death.”

The term refers to the core principle of the importance 
of rapid intervention in trauma cases.

– Mike Wagoner. Chamber President
Fall lineup of dates for
Business After Hours:

The Carteret County Chamber of Commerce pres-
ents three more Business After Hours events in 2015.  
All are scheduled from 5:30-7 p.m., and admission is 
$5 and a business card. 

Those who pay in advance at Chamber headquar-
ters, 801 Arendell St., Morehead City, will have their 
printed name badges ready to be picked up at the 

registration station when they 
arrive.

If it’s more convenient, call 
726-6350 and charge it with 
MasterCard or VISA.  

Business After Hours is 
restricted to adults only.  The 
minimum age is 21.  Here’s the 
fall schedule:

Thursday, October 15:  North 
Carolina Maritime Museum in Beaufort with the 
Friends of the N.C. Maritime Museum.

Thursday, November 12:  J & S Nursery/J & S 
Landscape & Design, Newport. 

Tuesday, December 1:  DoubleTree by Hilton 
Atlantic Beach Oceanfront Hotel in Atlantic Beach.

Carol Lohr of the Crystal Coast Tourism Authority and 
Emerald Isle Welcome Center volunteer Betty Moynahan

Gene Foxworth of Carteret County government and Julia 
Batten Wax of Emerald Isle Realty

Atlantic Beach Mayor Trace Cooper and Morgan Shipp 
Sanderson of Movement Mortgage – Emerald Isle
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Chamber urges NCDOT to move ahead
with construction of Havelock Bypass

The deadline to submit public comments on 
the Havelock Bypass design phase is Monday, 
September 28.  

The Carteret County Chamber of Commerce sub-
mitted a letter to the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation (NCDOT), urging the NCDOT to pro-
ceed to build the US 70 bypass along the preferred 
route.  The Havelock Bypass is NCDOT Tip Project 
No. R-1015.  

“US 70 is central to Carteret County’s transporta-
tion network, and the Chamber advocates improve-
ments to the US 70 corridor between Raleigh and 
Carteret County to eventually result in a limited or 

restricted access thoroughfare that is designed to 
move traffic more efficiently and with greater safe-
ty,” said Mary Carlyle Brown, who is Chair of the 
Chamber’s Public & Government Affairs Committee. 

She said:  “Construction of the Havelock Bypass 
will be one more step forward in the coordinat-
ed effort toward elevating US 70 to the status as a 
‘Future Interstate,’ as is specified in ‘The Military 
Corridor Transportation Improvement Act,’ now 
under consideration in the U.S. Congress to ensure 
superior transportation facilities from Marine Corps 
Air Station Cherry Point to the Port of Morehead 
City.” 

Membership Campaign launch is October 19
“One & Done:  Celebration” is the theme for the 

2015 Fall Membership Campaign at the Carteret 
County Chamber of Commerce.

“We are emphasizing the fact that if each member 
were to recruit just one additional member, we will 
double our strength as a business organization,” said 
Julie Naegelen, Director, Membership Services.

“We are now recruiting team volunteers to help 
with the Campaign.  It’s easy and it’s fun.  You sim-
ply ask someone you know to join the Chamber.  No 
cold-calling is necessary.  Contact me at 726-6350 or 
julie@nccoastchamber.com. 

Teams of volunteers will be making contacts 
October 19-30 to invite businesses and organizations 
to join the Chamber.  

“The volunteers who participate will be eligible 
to win cash awards, and the new members who join 
will gain all the benefits of membership,” Naegelen 
added.

“Membership is a low-cost investment that can 
lead to greater exposure and visibility for any 
business, no matter how large or how small.  The 
Chamber is the one organization in Carteret County 
that promotes business interests in all our communi-
ties.

“We are also lining up sponsors to help defray 
the costs associated with running the Membership 
Campaign,” Naegelen said.  

“The investment is $100, and each Campaign 
Sponsor receives a mini-Member Spotlight in the 
next issue of the Chamber News, so the deadline to 
commit is Friday, October 2.  

The Celebration will occur at the New Members 
Reception, which is set for 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
November 17, at Chamber headquarters, 801 
Arendell St., Morehead City.

The Chamber fully endorses and supports the 
design and construction of the Havelock Bypass on 
NCDOT’s “Preferred Alternative” route, because it 
is the least costly alternative, has the fewest number 
of relocations of existing structures and is the least 
harmful to the environment and the Croatan National 
Forest.

Chamber members and citizens are encouraged to 
send written comments to Diane Wilson, NCDOT, 
PDEA – Human Environment Section, 1598 Mail 
Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1958 or by email 
to pdwilson1@ncdot.gov. 

‘Military Fun Day’ is October 9
at Harkers Island and Cape Lookout

Approximately 120 active duty service men and 
women and their spouses/dates are expected to attend 
“Down East Military Fun Day” on Friday, October 9.

Members of the Military Affairs Committee of the 
Carteret County Chamber of Commerce will wel-
come them at the Cape Lookout National Seashore 
Visitor Center on Harkers Island.

MAC Chair David Heath of the Town of Newport 
said the itinerary includes a trip to Cape Lookout, 
so the military participants can climb Cape Lookout 
Lighthouse and enjoy the beach.  Transportation will 
be provided by Island Express Ferry Service.

Lunch will be at the Core Sound Waterfowl 

Museum & Heritage Center on Harkers Island, fea-
turing grilled pork chops, with side dishes served by 
White Swan Express of Atlantic Beach.” 

Heath said local businesses, organizations and 
individuals are welcome to contribute door prizes for 
this event, and Down East residents can show their 
support by baking homemade desserts for the service 
members and guests.  

For more information about Military Fun Day, 
contact Susan McNamara, who is the Chamber staff 
liaison to the MAC, at 726-6350 or susan@nccoast-
chamber.com. 

Customer Service 
awards date
is October 20

The Carteret County Chamber of Commerce will 
present the annual “Outrageous Customer Service 
Awards” at 4 p.m. Tuesday, October 20, at the 
Emerald Isle Beach & Pool Club, 101 Dolphin Ridge 
Road, Emerald Isle.

“We thoroughly enjoy honoring the practitioners 
of ‘Outrageous Customer Service’ in our communi-
ties,” said Chamber Chair Kerry Youngblood.  

“By turning the spotlight on those who excel at 
customer service, we help raise the bar for excel-
lence,” he said.  “We also want to crown these indi-
viduals as our 2015 Customer Service Champions.”

The cost to attend is just $5 per person.  Make 
reservations by calling the Chamber at 726-6350.  
Reception sponsorship opportunities are also avail-
able.

Keep up with the Chamber on Facebook
We’re your Chamber of Commerce at the Coast.  

Visit us on Facebook…and like us on Facebook.
Go to www.facebook.com/nccoastchamber.

The Military Affairs Committee has a sepa-
rate Facebook account.  It is www.facebook.com/
NCCoastChamberMAC. 
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Local business leaders shared their personal 
“Strategies for Success” during a Small Business 
Forum September 10, sponsored by Transportation 
Impact and hosted by Carteret Community College.

Representing Frank Door Company were owners 
Terry and Maryanne Frank.  Her advice to the audi-
ence of about 60 people was:  “Follow your dream.”  
He added:  “Every dream needs a foundation.”  

They followed their dream and built their founda-
tion in Carteret County.  

The Franks relocated their small business from 
New York to Newport in 2002 to manufacture 
customized cooler and freezer doors.  They have 
enlarged their business to include a workforce of 
more than 50 employees by building the best indus-
trial and commercial doors on the market…and by 
helping their employees to become invested in the 
business. 

Maryanne attests that “our turnover is next to 
none.”  

College President Kerry Youngblood, who served 
as forum moderator, said very few companies can 
rival Frank Door when it comes to demonstrating 
concern, care and appreciation for their employee 
group.

Vernon Small, a retired automotive industry exec-
utive and business owner, recommended that small 
business owners adopt a “best practices” approach to 
grow their businesses.  “Quality is remembered long 
after the price is forgotten,” he said. 

Successful business leaders 
share ‘tricks of the trade’

Forum speaker Vernon Small of the Chamber’s Board of 
Directors is shown with Alizé Proisy of Carteret Community 
College.

Wanda Bennett of Carteret Community College and Clarke 
Merrell of Circa 81/Dank Burrito 

Travis Burt of Transportation Impact (right) welcomes 
forum speakers Terry & Maryanne Frank of Frank Door 
Company.  Travis and Mayanne are members of the 
Chamber’s Board of Directors, and Terry serves on the 
Carteret County Board of Commissioners. 

“Define your mission and stick to it.  Stay true to 
your core values and core business.  Change is con-
stant.  Your business is like an object in motion.  You 
are constantly moving – forward or backward.  It’s 
up to you.

“The first impression is what your customers 
remember.  What they see, how you look.  What they 
hear.  How you treat them, and how they feel.”

Clarke Merrell of Circa 81, Dank Burrito and 
other food-related businesses, told attendees at the 
forum that he grew up in the family restaurant busi-
ness in Carteret County and started cooking at a ten-
der age. 

“A lot of people have talent and are willing to 
work hard…and the hard work never stops…but 
you have to have a heart to be an entrepreneur – to 
want to work for yourself and not somebody else,” 
Merrell said.  “It takes spirit, drive and a lack of fear 
to take the financial risk” to put your own money on 
the line.

He said there are two kinds of people in this world 
– the sayers and the doers.  “You may have a tremen-
dous idea, but do you have the courage to act on it?”

“Successful entrepreneurs learn to recognize that 
not all opportunities are good opportunities.”  

His bottom line “pearl of wisdom” to those who 
work in retail and service industries:  “If you’re not 
open, you’re not going to make any money.”

Raymond Hopkins wins again
as Chamber’s top Ambassador

Raymond Hopkins, Agent/Producer with The 
Insurance Agency SFI Group, based in Cape 
Carteret, has emerged victorious as the Ambassador 
of the Month for July with the Carteret County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“Raymond continues to excel in providing extraor-
dinary service to the Chamber as a member of the 
Ambassadors Club,” said Julie Naegelen of the 
Chamber.  

“He is one amazing volunteer who leverages his 
status as an Ambassador to open doors with prospec-
tive clients and assist the Chamber at the same time,” 
she said.

“Raymond has been off-the-chart successful 
this year.  This is the sixth time so far in 2015 that 
he has earned recognition as our top-performing 
Ambassador.

“Raymond continues to reach out and contact 
fellow Chamber members, and you will see him at 

almost every Chamber event.  He earned additional 
points by participating on the Chamber’s Reverse 
Drawing Planning Committee.”

Hopkins also serves as a dedicated member of the 
Chamber’s Military Affairs Committee.  Contact him 
for “insurance for everything important to you” at 
393-1340, 723-3263 or raymondh@quotesfi.com.

The Ambassadors Club meets at 8:30 a.m. on 
the second Thursday of the month in the Chamber 
Conference Room.  To learn more about becoming 
a Chamber Ambassador, contact Julie Naegelen at 
726-6350 or julie@nccoastchamber.com.

Chamber Ambassador of the Month Raymond Hopkins 
of SFI Group Insurance Agency is participating on the 
Leadership Carteret 2016 Steering Committee along 
with Mandy Vick of Wine & Design and Jana Moss of 
Transportation Impact.
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Thanks to First Citizens Bank for sponsoring the 
August 27 Business After Hours at Floyd’s 1921 
Restaurant in Morehead City.  

About 200 members of the Carteret County 
Chamber of Commerce and their guests came out for 
this event.  

“Some folks got a little wet from the rain, but 
thankfully, no one melted,” said Julie Naegelen of 
the Chamber.  “The weather had no ill effects on the 
networking; it was a great evening, and we appre-
ciate the hospitality shown by First Citizens Bank 
management and employees.”  

(Look for coverage from the September 17 
Business After Hours at Family Tire & Auto Service 
in next month’s newsletter.)

Nearly 200 Chamber members and guests
attended August Business After Hours

Lauren Decker of DoubleTree by Hilton Atlantic Beach 
Oceanfront Hotel and Bob Upchurch of Bob Upchurch 
Appraisals

Alan Leary of Century 21 Newsom-Ball Realty, Jo Barrow of 
First Citizens Bank and Andrew Wheeler of Sound Bank

Pat & Marvin Rouse, both of Seegars Fence Company
Cathy Adair and George Aswad, both of Crystal Coast Lady 
Cruises, Island Express Ferry Service, Beaufort Pirates 
Revenge and Morehead City Ferry Service

Singer and guitarist John Nelson performed for the audi-
ence at Business After Hours.

Chamber members and their guests found shelter under 
the roof on the patio at Floyd’s 1921 Restaurant…and like 
the Eddie Rabbitt song, we “love a rainy night.”

Eric Gregson of First Citizens Bank and John & Polly Hagle, 
who are individual members of the Chamber

Jim & Mary Marks, both of Accent Travel & Cruises
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Membership Renewals
The following Chamber members renewed their membership between 

08/14/2015 and 09/08/2015.

Ribbon Cutting

Emerald Isle Visitor Center.
8401 Emerald Drive, Emerald Isle.  The project is the result of a partnership 
involving the Crystal Coast Tourism Authority, the Town of Emerald Isle and the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation.  The new 1,440-square-foot facil-
ity is now open for business and provides ample space for visitors to learn more 
about the Crystal Coast area.  Call 393-3100.  (Photo by Mike Meyer, Emerald 
Owl Productions)

Advanced Office Solutions, Inc.
Anytime Fitness of Morehead City
Beaufort Harbour Suites
Boats, Inc. of Morehead City
Brimco Builders
Bruce’s Bartenders & Events
Burnette - Chalk Architecture & 

Planning, P.A.
Business Communication Systems of NC
Caribbe Inn Family Motel
Carolina East Internal Medicine
Carolinas Center for Surgery
Carteret County Farm Bureau
Carteret County Partnership for Children
Carteret Vision Center
Coastal Press, Inc.
Community Pharmacy, Inc.
Corwin Law Firm, PLLC
Crowe Law Firm
Eastern Carolina Oral & Maxillofacial 

Surgery
El’s Drive In
Farrington Yardworks Inc.
Flipperz
Goose Creek Resort
Ihrie Supply Company Inc.

Ladies Touch of Carteret County, Inc.
Mechworks, Inc.
Melaleuca
Miracle-Ear Center
MoreHair City Salon & Spa
Morehead City-Beaufort Elks Lodge # 1710
Newport Historical Musuem & Civil War 

Park
Olde Towne Electric
PowerHouse - The Local Generac Dealer
Professional Business Center
RE/MAX Ocean Properties
Realo Discount Drugs
Ruddy Duck Tavern
Salvation Army, The
Sea Breeze Family Practice
Soft Water Solutions, LLC
Sound Bank
Station Club Enterprise
Surfside Realty, Inc.
The Boathouse at Front Street Village
The Reel Outdoors
Town of Cape Carteret
Watson Matthews Real Estate
White Oak Shores Camping & RV Resort
Willis Insurance Agency

Member Spotlight:

Maxwell Décor and Design: 
‘Fulfillment is indescribable’

Pattie Maxwell, owner of Maxwell 
Décor and Design, turned her dreams 
into a reality more than 11 years ago 
when starting her own decorating busi-
ness.  Pattie is from a small town in 
Connecticut and moved down south with 
her husband, Paul Maxwell, more than 
25 years ago. 

After becoming established 
in Morehead City and raising a 
family, Pattie decided to create a 
business that combined both her 
passion and talent.  In 2004, she 
started Decorate with Cents that 
offered room-by-room make-
overs. 

In 2014, Pattie rebranded 
her business to Maxwell Décor 
and Design.  Her services have 
grown to include interior and 
exterior design, makeovers, hol-
iday decor, remodeling and stag-
ing.  Pattie has experience with 
projects of all sizes, from single rooms in any home to complete hotel remod-
eling.  Her mission is to bring a positive and warm atmosphere to each client’s 
space by selecting a pallet that includes colors and textures reflective of their 
personalities. 

In every project, no matter the size, Pattie’s passion for design and diligent 
work ethic are obvious.  She strives to ensure every job is completed within the 
agreed upon timeframe and budget, without sacrificing quality by working with 
a successful group of contractors and local businesses. 

Maxwell’s recent local commercial projects include bask hotel in Morehead 
City, DP Jewelry Design and coastal eye clinic offices.  She takes great pride in 
her designs in each home, rental, business and office. 

Pattie is humbled by the success of her business and says “it’s a dream come 
true.”  She used her talent, passion, outgoing personality and resources to build 
one of the most successful 
décor and design business-
es in the area. 

“I love the challenge – 
working from the plans, 
with the crews to the final 
designs,” she say.  “The 
fulfillment is indescrib-
able.”  

Contact her or check 
out her online portfolio 
to get started on your 
design.  Website:  max-
welldecoranddesign.com.  
Facebook:  Maxwell Décor 
and Design.  Instagram:  
maxwelldecoranddesign.  
Phone:  723-2614.

We Feature Made in USA
• US, State, “Open” and 
 Custom Flags
• Flag Poles & Hardware
• Banners, Feathers
 & Windsocks

Atlantic Station • 247-7011

Plus Always the Best in:
• Kites, Puzzles, Games, 
• Bird Feeding Supplies, Yard Decor

etc.

&Kites
Unlimited

Enjoy the comfort and amenities at bask hotel at 
big rock landing on the Morehead City waterfront, 
overlooking Sugarloaf Island in Bogue Sound.



CYAN
  M

AG
EN

TA  YELLO
W

  BLACK
page 7 - Chamber News, October 2015

Look who’s joined 
the Chamber

Please welcome and patronize these new Chamber 
members who have recently joined the Chamber 
(through 09/08/15.)

Bogue Battery
Grady Prevette
5087 US 70 West
Morehead City, NC  28557
(252) 622-4994
http://www.boguebattery.com
Batteries

DeCamo, LLC
Joe Murray
609 Tucker St.
Burlington, NC  27215
(336) 227-0200
http://www.decamosportjackets.com
Clothing/Retail

Limited Light Entertainment
Chris Hartley
150 Morristown Road
Stella, NC  28582
(515) 586-6062
Entertainment – Karaoke

Chamber requests photos to illustrate
‘Naturally Yours, The Crystal Coast’

“Naturally Yours, The Crystal Coast” is the photo theme for the 2016 print and/or digital edition of the 
annual Business Directory & Visitors Guide, produced by Carteret County Chamber of Commerce.

Research shows that visitors 
treasure what’s real and authentic, 
and no destination has more nat-
ural, scenic beauty to offer than 
Carteret County.  

You might also add that “no fla-
vor additives are needed” here.

The Chamber is beginning to 
develop the recipe – a mixture 
of articles and photographs – to 
illustrate that Carteret County is 
“America’s Recreation Destination” 
and the “Water Sports Capital of 
North Carolina.”  

“We invite all photographers…
from professionals to hobbyists…
to share their digital images,” said 
Mike Wagoner of the Chamber.  
“Some of the best pictures used in 
the past have been taken by amateurs who put themselves in the right place at the right time.”  

The Chamber will credit all photographers whose work is used.  Photo files should be high resolution/300 
dpi.  Send digital files or links to mike@nccoastchamber.com, or load them on a disk and mail to Mike 
Wagoner, Carteret County Chamber of Commerce, 801 Arendell St., Suite 1, Morehead City, NC 28557.

“Naturally Yours, The Crystal Coast” dovetails nicely with North Carolina’s new “destination slogan,” 
which touts “Nothing Compares” and is meant to capture the “excitement of being connected to a place rich 
in ideas and opportunities.”

A longleaf pine grows between the N & C…reflecting North Carolina’s strong roots, growth and sustain-
ability.  The colors shade from green to blue, “mirroring the diverse landscape from the mountains to the 
sea.”

It’s catchy…and could “grow legs” like some of America’s most memorable state slogans, including the 
venerable “Virginia Is for Lovers” and “I Love New York.”  Each, of course, contains the red heart as part of 
the graphics.  (A more recent challenger to the elite is “Pure Michigan”…but is it rust-proof?)  

In a recent article posted at CNN.com, branding consultant Samantha North of PlaceBrands, based in 
Istanbul, Turkey, praised the Slovenia brand as one of the most creative.  

Where in the world is Slovenia?  It’s in 
central Europe, touching on the Adriatic 
Sea and a neighbor of Italy, Austria, 
Hungary and Italy.  

Slovenia uses “I feel Slovenia.”  The 
“love” letters are accented in red with an 
abstract red rose positioned in the frame.  
North’s critique is:  “I think it’s kind of 
cute.  It’s nice to have a pun like that…
that works.”

Ethiopia, located in the Horn of 
Africa, advertises “Thirteen Months 
of Sunshine.”  How can that be?  Well, 
Ethiopia’s calendar has 12 30-day months, 

and the other five or six days a year make up the “13th month.”  
The slogan emphasizes the country’s reputation as being a year-round sunny place.  But it stays very, very 

hot in Ethiopia, because it is situated just a few hundred miles north of the Equator.
Carteret County sincerely is the best place on Earth, so we’ll sign off:  
“Naturally Yours, The Crystal Coast.”

Next Service 
Person Luncheon 
is November 13

The John C. Beitz Service Person of the Quarter 
Luncheon, presented by the Military Affairs 
Committee of the Carteret County Chamber 
Commerce, is at 12 noon Friday, November 13.

The luncheon is being hosted and sponsored by 
McCurdy’s Restaurant & Deck on Moonlight Bay, 
505 Atlantic Beach Causeway, Atlantic Beach.  

This function is open to Chamber members and 
their guests.  The cost to attend is $10.  Advance reg-
istration is required, because seating is limited.  Call 
the Chamber at 726-6350.

The MAC will recognize a distinguished service 
member from Marine Corps Air Station Cherry 
Point, the Coast Guard and the Army Reserve.  

Chamber members are invited to contribute gifts 
for the honorees as well.  “We request three identical 
items.  We accept merchandise, gift cards or cash,” 
said Susan McNamara.  Contact her at susan@
nccoastchamber.com.
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Message from the President

Carteret has 3 good nominees for new highway markers
Everyone knows the 

community of Harlowe 
on NC 101 is where the 
Quakers of Carteret County 
held their first gathering 
on August 1, 1733, at the 
home of William Borden.  

You can read all 
about it – the “Core 
Sound Meeting” – on the 
North Carolina Highway 
Historical Marker that pays 
tribute to Harlowe.

Denard Harris of Portside Marina in Morehead City 
says Harlowe deserves a second “history on a stick” sign 
to commemorate the Clubfoot and Harlow’s Creek Canal 
Company.

In 1815, the North Carolina legislature authorized 
the formation of the company to build a grand canal so 
vessels could travel from the Pamlico Sound and take a 
“short cut” to proceed on to Beaufort.  It was part of the 
master plan to build an “internal navigation infrastructure” 
that would extend shipping farther into the state’s interior.

The canal was about 5 miles long, from Clubfoot 
Creek (flowing north into the Pamlico Sound) to Harlow’s 
Creek, which flows south into the Newport River.  

Historians say:  “Canal digging was the cruelest, most 
dangerous, unhealthy, exhausting labor in the American 
South.  Canal builders faced working conditions nothing 
short of gruesome...many were worn down by exhaus-
tion, suffered fatal accidents or succumbed to malaria and 
influenza.  Worse than venomous snakes were the insects.  
The mosquitoes, ticks, yellow flies and chiggers were tor-
tuous.”

The canal had a tide control lock at the northern end on 
Pamlico Sound to keep water from surging through.  The 
canal was 14 feet wide and had a depth of just 4-5 feet, so 
it could be used only by the work boats, when it opened 
in 1827.  

The Clubfoot and Harlow’s Creek Canal served mar-
iners for nearly 30 years before it was abandoned in 
1856.  It was re-opened for a time (between 1880-91) and 
renamed the New Berne and Beaufort Canal.

In 1911, a new canal was created 2 miles east and par-
allel to this waterway – the Adams Creek-Cross Creek 
Canal, which later came under control of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers.  It was the very first section of what 
is now the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway, which runs 
from Maine to Texas.

The community of Cedar Island is another location in 
Carteret County that is worthy of a state historic marker…
to designate “John Day’s Ditch” that connects West Bay to 
Rumley Bay in the extreme northeastern tip of the Down 
East portion of the county.

The story goes:  John Jarvis Day was a wealthy sea 
captain who bought land on Cedar Island, intent on raising 
cattle – up to 1,000 head of cattle.  The cattle were prone 
to invade neighbors’ gardens, however.

Day considered building a wire fence but calculated 
that a ditch would be a more practical solution to contain 
the cattle, given the salty air environment.  In 1927, he 
hired a man and his three sons to dig a straight-as-an-ar-
row, 6-foot wide ditch from bay to bay, a distance of more 
than 2 miles.

However, since both ends of the ditch are open to 
the waters of the Atlantic Ocean, the sea has over time 
stretched the width of the ditch to 40 or more feet in 
places, according to John Green, whose blog is known as 
“Southern Greens.”  

Cedar Island is home to the largest marsh on the East 
Coast, and it is termed “world-class” by geologists – 
among the most productive habitats in the world for 
marine life, birds and other critters.  

More than 270 species of birds live on Cedar Island or 
stop over during migration seasons, ranging from ospreys 
to black rails. 

The Promise’ Land in Morehead City needs to be rec-
ognized with a state marker as well, so say the descend-
ants of the first settlers. 

The Great Hurricane of August l899 (often referred to 
as San Ciriaco) was one of the most powerful storms to 
move through the western Atlantic in the 19th century, 
according to Jay Barnes of the North Carolina Aquarium 
Society, author of several books about hurricanes.  

Mike Wagoner

In the early morning hours of August l7, l899, San 
Ciriaco swept over the Southern Outer Banks near Cape 
Lookout, with winds far in excess of 100 mph.  The 
whaling and fishing village of Diamond City, home to 
about 500 residents, suffered a direct hit.  Homes were 
destroyed; cows, pigs and chickens drowned.  

Barnes reported:  “The aftermath was a truly ghast-
ly scene, as battered caskets and bones lay scattered, 
unearthed from graveyards by the hurricane’s menacing 
storm surge.”

Most of the Diamond City people chose to relocate 
within sight of their former community, 3 miles across 
the sound on Harker’s Island.  Some salvaged their island 
homes, floating them across the water on barges and repo-
sitioning them on new foundations.

Others chose to come to the mainland and settle in the 
Promise’ Land section of Morehead City. 

The late Gretchen Guthrie Guthrie wrote that she grew 
up in the Promise’ Land during the “gentle days.”  “When 
fish were plentiful, there was money to buy new curtains 
or a piece of goods for a dress; when they were scarce, 
one made out with what was available.  Times were hard 
for everyone in the gentle days; but life was good and life 
had purpose.  Love, concern and sharing were facts of 
life.”  

Kib Guthrie’s general store was at the corner of 12th 
and Evans streets (about in the middle of the Promise’ 
Land neighborhood), and historian Rodney Kemp recalls:

“Every spring, the Dr Pepper people would have 
their logo painted on the outside (of the store wall).  
Apparently, the aged, dried wood absorbed the paint 
because they had to apply several coats to get it right.  
The smell of that paint was carried for blocks by the 
breezes, and to children on bikes it sort of announced their 
entrance into the Promise’ Land.”

Kib’s Store is only a memory, so you can no longer 
follow your nose to find the Promise’ Land.  There is now 
a visual marker that serves the purpose – at the corner 
of 12th and Arendell streets.  It’s a classically rustic sign 
erected by the Promise Land Society, which meets every 
now and then.

A state highway history-on-a-stick marker would ensure 
that the Promise’ Land gets its due chapter in North 
Carolina’s historical annals.

As a member of the Leadership Carteret Class of 2016, 
you will learn why we say:  “Carteret:  One Great County.”  
(Photo by Dan Williams)

Apply now to attend 
Leadership Carteret 2016

The Carteret County Chamber of Commerce is now 
accepting applications for the Leadership Carteret 2016 
program. 

“This is an ideal investment for newcomers to the coun-
ty, for individuals who desire to become more involved in 
civic affairs and those who aspire to become community 
leaders,” said Susan McNamara of the Chamber.

The Leadership Carteret class will meet for 10 consecu-
tive Wednesdays, from January 13-March 16.

“Participants will learn all about the history of the 
county and the present-day issues that are important to the 
Chamber and our communities,” she said.  “Class mem-

bers learn from business leaders, decision makers and key 
government leaders. 

“We visit places off the beaten path and behind the 
scenes, in order to give the participants an experience they 
will never forget.”  

Tuition is $415 for Chamber members and $525 for 
others.  The class is limited to 35 participants.

To inquire about an application form, contact Susan 
McNamara at (252) 726-6350 or susan@nccoastchamber.
com.  The deadline to apply is Friday, November 20.


