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Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography

Commenting on the 
Southern Outer Banks 
and local communities 
in the “Voices of Down 
East” documentary �lm, 
Dr. John Moses said:  “I 
wouldn’t say it’s a wild 
frontier, but we feel like 
we’re really away from 
the rest of the world….”  
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Relax.  When you’re here, you’re on ‘Beach Time.’

ON THE COVER: �is spectacular photograph, a sliver of the magni�cent Beaufort waterfront, was shot by Chamber member Karen 
Doody of Karen Doody Photography.  Special thanks to all photographers who o�ered images for publication.  �eir work is credited.

Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography

“�e fog comes on little cat feet.  It sits 
looking over the harbor and city on silent 
haunches and then moves on”…as if 
shooed away by a gull on its way to work.  
(Famous American poet Carl Sandburg 
contributed to this photo caption.) 

In Carteret County, everything revolves around water – 
commerce, recreation and family living. 

Rare scenic beauty stretches across more than 500 miles of 
incredible ocean and inland coastline.  Our coastal environment 
is the centerpiece of our identity.

Mission 
�e mission of the Carteret County Chamber of Commerce 

is to improve the economic climate of Carteret County.

Vision
Our vision is for Carteret County to be “the most desirable 

location for business and leisure in North Carolina.”

801 Arendell Street, Suite 1 
Morehead City, North Carolina 28557

Phone:  (252) 726-6350
Toll Free:  1-800-622-6278

Web site: www.nccoastchamber.com
e-mail:  cart.coc@nccoastchamber.com
Fax:  (252) 726-3505

CARTERET COUNTY
Chamber of Commerce

VISITORS GUIDE
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Sam Bland, North Carolina Coastal Federation 

“�e lifestyle is so much slower there.  Nobody gets in a real big hurry.”  – Donald Jones

Kevin Geraghty

When the water is high, the whole navigable landscape of the Newport River changes.  And remember, as 
Oliver Wendell Holmes said:  “A river is more than an amenity, it is a treasure.” 
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�e moon over Morehead City casts a golden glow on the charter 
shing boats.

	is is a magical place
Carteret County and the Crystal Coast form a unique destination along the Southern Outer 

Banks of North Carolina.  

We’re known as the “Water Sports Capital of North Carolina”…because you can enjoy a 
multitude of activities beside, on, in and under the water.  

�rough this publication, we hope to entice you to come and explore.  Spend a weekend…or a 
forevermore!

�is publication was created and produced by the Carteret County Chamber of Commerce.  While all e�orts have been made to assure 
accuracy of all information herein, the Chamber accepts no responsibility for omissions or errors.  Copyright 2015, all rights reserved.  
Reproduction in whole or in part without the written permission of the Chamber is prohibited.  �e Chamber logo is a registered Service 
Mark with the State of North Carolina.  

Design and Printing Services by Morgan Printers, a Chamber member business.  

Karen Doody, Karen Doody Photography
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�e sun, the sea, the sand and the sky.  It’s all right here at the Crystal Coast.  �e sandy beaches extend 26 miles along 
Bogue Banks from Emerald Isle (shown here) to Atlantic Beach and Fort Macon. 

Cindy Yount

VISITORS GUIDE
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�e maritime heritage of Carteret County is all around us.
Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography
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Welcome to the Crystal Coast
Every day can be a holiday...on the Crystal Coast – America’s Recreation Destination. 
Summer brings Carolina blue skies and warm, radiant sunshine that will invigorate the soul.  
During the winter months, the sun both rises and sets over the water.  Bring your camera.

Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography

The theme for the 2015 Business Directory & Visitors Guide is 
“The Crystal Coast:  From A to Z.”  Enjoy the images that follow.  

Small boats provide 
access to peaceful 
coastal marsh �ats…
which are hidden by 
thick maritime forests 
from those who stick 
to the highways.

    

 Bill Ward

�e beautiful beaches 
on Bogue Banks face 
south, so the sun tracks 
over the ocean all day 
long in every season…
causing the water to 
“sparkle like crystal.”       

VISITORS GUIDE
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‘A’ is for Aquarium, et al.
Visitors love spending time at the North Carolina 

Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores.  
�e smallest creatures, like seahorses, are among the most 

interesting.

Seahorses are poor swimmers, so they wind their tails around a 
stationary object and use their long snouts to gather in food.  �e 

male seahorse is equipped with a front-facing pouch, in which the female 
seahorse deposits up to 1,500 eggs.  �e male carries the eggs for up to 45 
days until the baby seahorses emerge fully developed.

      

‘A’ is for Agriculture and 
	e Arts
Agriculture and �e Arts are important sectors of 
Carteret County’s economy and are woven into the 
fabric of our heritage.  Sometimes, we get lucky and 
they both come together in the same photograph.

Kevin Geraghty

Karen Doody, Karen Doody Photography

	e Arts are alive in Carteret County
Carteret County is one of North Carolina’s up-and-

coming Arts communities, because “we appreciate the 
�ne arts, seaside crafts, a unique form of music and the 
performing arts, which combine to form an appetizing 
smorgasbord of heritage and culture,” says Sandi Malone 
of �e Arts Council of Carteret County. 

Artists can’t help but be inspired by the coastal lifestyle 
and environment.  

Drama comes to life through performances by Carteret 
Community �eatre, which has been around since 1948.  
�e organization acquired its own playhouse in Morehead 
City in 2014.  �e state-of-the-art auditorium seats 550 
guests and is attracting headliners to perform in concert.  

For more entertainment year-round, the Crystal 
Coast Civic Center in Morehead City boasts that “every 
event is waterfront.”  

 Carey Elizabeth

�e October 2014 fundraising gala at Carteret Community 
�eatre featured a performance by Broadway star Gay 
Willis, who grew up in Beaufort.  



8  |  CARTERET COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  

	e Beach:  Where family traditions are born and nurtured

“The ocean stirs the heart, inspires the imagination and brings 
eternal joy to the soul.”  

                                 ~ Robert Wyland, American artist

�ere’s a whole, wide world out there, girls.  Annie & 
Katie Alhusen of Millersville, Md., came to the Crystal 
Coast on a family vacation.    

She’s looking for the perfect wave.   

On weekends in July, the beach gets a tad more populated.
       

“The sea!  The sea!  The open sea!  The blue, the fresh, the ever free!”  
~ Bryan W. Procter, English poet (1787-1874)

Bill Ward

Cheryl Mans�eld

 Leslie Marshall

VISITORS GUIDE
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	e Beach:  Where family traditions are born and nurtured

Beaufort is America’s ‘Coolest Small Town’
as well as ‘Best Yachting Destination’

Beaufort lays claim to two “superlatives” earned 
in 2012 and improved upon since then.

First, Beaufort received accolades and the most 
votes in an online contest sponsored by Budget 
Travel Magazine to be America’s “Coolest Small 
Town.”  

Tracey Brinson

Beaufort has two “main streets” – Taylors Creek is a 
thoroughfare for boats and yachts…and Front Street runs 
parallel through the residential and shopping districts.

Dan Williams

�en, Yachting Magazine announced that 
Beaufort was voted as America’s “Best Yachting 
Destination.”  Editors wrote:

“Beaufort…is yachting central.  Its attractions 
will be obvious the moment you set anchor in 
Taylors Creek.  �e water looks a clear bottle 
green.”  

Karen Doody, Karen Doody Photography

Budget Travel Magazine says:  “Beaufort o�ers Southern 
charm with a dash of salty seaside spirit.”  �e settlement 
was originally called Fish Town.  

    

Beaufort has its own horses – on Carrot Island within the Rachel Carson Estuarine Reserve.  
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Rare gem of geography awaits your visit to Cedar Island Refuge

Walk on the 
wild side

�e Croatan National Forest occupies a big chunk 
of western Carteret County.  It is one of only four 
National Forests in North Carolina.  

�e property encompasses 160,000 acres of pine 
forests, saltwater estuaries, bogs and raised swamps 
called pocosins.  

Canoeing and �shing are popular on blackwater 
creeks and saltwater marshes.  

Hikers, campers and hunters will see an amazing 
collection of bugs; varied and plentiful. 

You could also encounter deer, black bears, turkeys, 
wading birds, ospreys, alligators…and poisonous 
snakes. 

Park literature contains the sentence:  “It is perhaps 
not a forest suited for everyone.” 

Yellow garden spiders are some of the largest and 
showiest commonly found in North Carolina.  Watch 
them build their large orb webs.

Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography

VISITORS GUIDE

Kevin Keeler says he has the best job in the world…
overseeing a 14,494-acre workplace…all by himself.  

He’s the fellow with boots on the ground at the Cedar 
Island National Wildlife Refuge, located on Cedar Island 
in northeastern Carteret County.  Cedar Island juts out to 
separate the Pamlico Sound from Core Sound.  

�e Cedar Island Refuge was established in 1964, so the 
facility observed its 50-year anniversary in 2014.  �e refuge 
is maintained by the U.S Fish & Wildlife Service.

Once you cross over the Monroe Gaskill Bridge at 
�orofare Bay…it’s instantly obvious that you have arrived.  
�e marsh seems to stretch out forever…as far as one can 
see.  It’s the largest marsh on the East Coast, Keeler says, 
while beaming with pride. 

�e dominant marsh grass is black needlerush, which is 
dense, coarse, rigid and robust, giving it excellent shoreline 
protection characteristics.  More than 270 species of birds 
can be found in the marsh at various times of year, so it’s a 
popular location for birders and photographers.

Keeler says he is partial to the black rails, birds that are 
as small as a sparrow and di®cult to observe, because they 
rarely ¯ush, preferring to slink and dart through the grass 
like (and as quiet as) a mouse.  

You can also encounter ducks of all descriptions, wading 
birds, ospreys, hawks, eagles, American alligators, black bears 
and deer.  

Visitors are welcome to observe the wildlife, hike, 

bike, kayak, canoe, go boating, �sh and even ride horses.  
Horseback riding requires a permission letter from the 
Refuge sta�.  �ere are 19.2 miles of �re breaks/trails located 
on the property. 

“We’re open daily from sunup to sundown,” Keeler says.  
“No camping or camp�res.  Bring all you need.  Leave only 
footprints.  Take only memories.”

Keeler says one of the highlights of his career (so far) 
at Cedar Island has been to work with Dr. John Weske, a 
renowned ornithologist (scienti�c study of birds) with the 
U.S. Geological Survey, on bird banding programs involving 
terns and brown pelicans.

Keeler said he’s earned the reputation of being a bit of a 
“tern whisperer.”  

“�e trick is that you’ve got to �nd the tern that does the 
talking, the one who is the leader, and look it straight in the 
eye and let it know who’s boss,” he said.

�e refuge o®ce is now located at a former U.S. Navy 
facility o� Lola Road at Cedar Island.  �e Navy occupied 
the site as a key radar tracking station for a time during the 
Cold War, because the views from northeast to due south are 
unobstructed.  �e 30-foot Navy tower is still there, serving 
as a navigational aid to local mariners.

“We welcome visitors,” he says.  “If the door’s unlocked, 
come on in.  I’ll put your name in my monthly report.”  

Contact Kevin Keeler at (252) 225-2511 or Kevin_Keeler@
fws.gov or go to www.fws.gov/cedarisland/.  
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Here’s a Cedar Island tern banding operation in full swing.

Kevin Keeler is perhaps the most 
interesting man in the world.

Storyteller Rodney Kemp insists that Cedar Island is not the end of the world…
but you can see it from here on a clear morning.  

Sebastian is the name of the horse hidden in the tall grass.  “�e 
horses are on private lands on Cedar Island, and all have been 
relocated/adopted from Shackleford Banks,” Kevin Keeler says.
  

Emmett Westbrook

Dan Williams

Dive right in!  �e waters o� the Crystal Coast are known as 
the “Graveyard of the Atlantic” and rank as one of the world’s 
best wreck diving locations.  Swim with the sand tiger sharks.  
�ey look ferocious and grow to about 13 feet in length, yet they 
are docile and safe to approach.

 Karen Doody, Karen Doody Photography

Dolphins use Taylors Creek in 
Beaufort as a shortcut to the ocean.

Dan Williams
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Eco-tourism continues to blossom in popularity

Kevin Geraghty

Birders �nd their treasures at the coast

Snowy egrets appear to 
be planning the day’s 
activities.

One de�nition of Eco-tourism is “traveling to 
destinations where the ̄ ora, fauna and cultural heritage 
are primary attractions.” 

Eco-tourism also means environmentally related 
and adventure travel.  We not only o�er all that here 
in Carteret County…the area has untold resources and 
vistas for exploration.

Carteret County is one of the best kayaking destinations in the 
United States, attracting enthusiasts from around the globe 
who want to enjoy the serene beauty found in the streams, 
rivers marshes and estuaries.

Sam Bland, North Carolina Coastal Federation

▲ �e remarkable bill of the 
black skimmer sets it apart from 
all other American birds.  �e 
large red and black bill is knife-
thin and the lower mandible is 
longer than the upper.  �e bird 
drags the lower bill through the 
water as it �ies along, hoping to 
catch small ¥sh.  Black skimmers 
are here only during the summer 
months.

Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image 
Photography

    A lone blue heron strikes a 
statuesque pose in the shallows.

Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image 
Photography

Carteret County has a myriad of internationally 
recognized bird habitats, as more than 270 species of 
birds migrate through the area in the spring and fall.  

Our beaches, sound side coastlines, estuaries and 
forests make Carteret County a popular year-round 
destination for bird watchers.  

Over time, birdwatching has evolved to become 
known as “birding,” a term that is more inclusive of the 
auditory aspects of enjoying birds.  

Birders perceive themselves to be more versed in 
minutiae including migration timing and habitat usage, 

and they often travel in 
search of speci�c birds.  
Many birders maintain 
a “life list” of the species 
they have seen.

▲
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Sam Bland, North Carolina Coastal Federation

Sometimes it’s too cold to work…
But it’s never too cold to Fish

Morehead City is known as a “Fishermen’s Paradise”…and Field 
& Stream Magazine lists Morehead City as one of America’s “Best 
Fishing Towns.”  Editors say:  “It’s hard to �nd a better all-year and 
all-season environment with this much diversity and appeal.”

“O�shore, you can catch dolphin �sh, tuna, even marlin.  Inshore 
�shing for reds, seatrout and other species is fairly consistent in most 
seasons.  And as soon as you head inland, you’re smack dab in prime 
bass country.”

Morehead City is home to the Big Rock Blue Marlin Tournament, 
which is the Super Bowl of Fishing.  Prize money exceeds $1 million.  
�e record catch occurred in 2000, when a blue marlin weighed in at 
831 pounds.  

  

Leslie Marshall 

Surf ¥shing is a 
popular sport as 
well as a form of 
relaxation…as the 
sun goes down.

Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography

Anglers and spectators come from all over to 
experience the six-day Big Rock Tournament 
in June.

For more than 100 years, Carteret County ¥shermen have deployed their nets 
along the ocean beach to harvest the hardhead (striped) mullet when water 
temperatures cool in the fall and the “Mullet Blow” occurs.

Cheryl Mans�eld
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Festivals for any 
reason…in any season

…Or so it seems.  �ere’s always something fun 
happening at the Crystal Coast. 

Community Festivals center on unique aspects 
of our heritage and traditions, often combining 
celebration, entertainment, food and drink. 

Dan Williams

Kevin Geraghty

Golf is a year-
round sport 
at the Crystal 
Coast.  �e 
courses are open 
whenever you’re 
ready to play.

Kevin Geraghty

For more information about all there 
is to see and do year-round at the 

Crystal Coast, 
contact the staff at the:

Crystal Coast Visitor Center
3409 Arendell St., Morehead City, NC 28557

Phone:  (252) 726-8148
1-800-SUNNYNC (786-6962)

www.crystalcoastnc.org 

Crystal Coast Visitor Center (Satellite Office)
NC 58 North, Cape Carteret, NC 28584

Phone:  (252) 393-3100

(This office is moving in the summer of 2015 to 
Merchants Park, 8401 Emerald Drive, 

Emerald Isle, NC 28594)
 

�e Emerald Isle St. Patrick’s Festival in March features 
family-oriented activities.  You’d best be seen “a’wearin’ of the 
green.”

Enjoy the Mardi Gras on Middle Lane in Beaufort.  You will 
never meet a stranger.

Brenda Reash 

Join us on New Year’s Day for the “Penguin Plunge” at 
Atlantic Beach…and help raise funds for local charities.  
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History?
We have it in volumes

Beaufort is North Carolina’s third oldest settlement, 
established in 1709.  

Tour aboard the vintage red, English double-decker 
bus, operated by the Beaufort Historical Association.  

Historian Martha Barnes says:  “Some of our old 
homes lean and some of them leak and some do both, 
but the important thing is they are still standing.  In 
Beaufort, if anything is imperfect in any way, such as 
leaning, leaking, rusting or anything else, we call that 
‘Beaufort Charm.’ 

“Many of our old homes are haunted.  I tell everyone 
that this is such a wonderful place to live, that when 
people die, they just hang around, anyway.”

Tour Beaufort’s Old Burying Ground and see 
the grave of a 19-year-old British sailor who became 
deathly ill while at sea.  His last request in 1744 was 

‘Keep away from 
Old Fort Macon’

Carteret County has six sites that are on the North 
Carolina Civil War Trails.  Start your tour at Fort 
Macon State Park.  

On April 14, 1861 – just two days after �ghting 
broke out at Fort Sumter in South Carolina – Josiah S. 
Pender gathered 54 volunteers in Carteret County to 
seize Fort Macon for the Confederacy.  

For more than a year, the Rebel soldiers would sing 
to the tune of “Dixie” – “If Lincoln wants to save his 
bacon, he’ll keep away from Old Fort Macon.”  

�en, on April 25, 1862, Union forces mounted 
their assault to retake the fort, �ring from sea and 
sending in more than 1,500 foot soldiers who had been 
staged at Hoop Pole Creek (now in Atlantic Beach).  

Severely outnumbered, the Confederate troops 
surrendered the next day.  

Congress gave the fort to the State of North 
Carolina to be used as a public park in 1934.  

Tracey Brinson

Old Fort Macon, at right, is a ¥ve-sided garrison, originally 
constructed to protect the U.S. coast from British invasion.  
Today, it’s a main attraction of Fort Macon State Park at the 
eastern tip of Bogue Banks.

�e History Museum of Carteret County, located 
in downtown Morehead City, has the best collection of  
basic Civil War materials in eastern North Carolina, 
along with an especially notable genealogy collection.

Dan Williams

Visitors bring toys, trinkets, beads, shells, coins, tinsel and �owers 
to place on the little girl ’s grave.  Decorations such as this were 
a tradition in Southern cemeteries for loved ones who died so 
young.  Some visitors have reported seeing the apparition of a 
little girl standing near the grave.  See for yourself…if you’re not 
too afraid.

this:  “Sir, put me in my uniform and bury me standing up, so that I can salute my country in death as I do in life.”
Perhaps the most intriguing graveyard story is about a young girl who died at sea, traveling from England to 

Beaufort during the 1700s.  Her father purchased a keg of rum from the ship’s captain and sealed the little girl’s 
body inside.  Upon arrival in Beaufort, the body was left inside the keg for burial.  
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Bogue Banks is a sandy Island of stunning beauty that 
o�ers all the amenities of coastal living and family fun, 
without being overly commercialized.  It’s a place where 
unspoiled maritime forests still exist.  Here’s the shoreline 
in Atlantic Beach, as seen from a GoPro Camera mounted 
on a drone.
  

Alex Fisher Alex Fisher

Rising above the fog, the Morehead City-Atlantic 
Beach Bridge connects the mainland to the island…
Bogue Banks.

‘Sound of Freedom’  is music to our ears
Jets and other ¯ying machines based nearby at Marine Corps Air Station Cherry 

Point are frequent ¯yers over Carteret County.
�e Marine Corps maintains three strategic training sites in Carteret County.
Directly across Bogue Sound from Emerald Isle is MC Auxiliary Landing Field 

Bogue (commonly known as Bogue Field), which provides training for pilots by simulat-
ing landings on aircraft carriers.  

�e Outlying Field in Atlantic is used for training by military “special forces” units.  
�e Piney Island Bombing Range (BT-11) on the northeastern tip of Carteret 

County is “the premier bombing range on the East Coast” and used by all branches of 
the military.

�e AeroShell Acrobatic Team dives through its “bomb burst” maneuver at the Cherry Point Air 
Show.  �eir aircraft are vintage World War II era.  Make plans now to attend the three-day 
Air Show in May of 2016.  
   

Everyone has fun at the Carolina Kite Festival in Atlantic 
Beach, a two-day event in October.  As long as the wind 
cooperates, you’ll see colorful kites of every size and shape 
imaginable.  Admission is always free.
  

Rosalyn Hill Moody

�e annual Carolina Kite 
Festival is sponsored by Kites 
Unlimited & Bird Stu� etc. 

Katherine Inabnitt
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Kevin Geraghty

Kids are people, too…
And the Crystal Coast communities pride 

themselves on being Kid Friendly, o�ering plenty of 
family activities at safe venues for everyone to enjoy.

Emerald Isle celebrates a “Day for Kids” every year. 
Grown-ups are also welcome.

Carolyn Temple, Coastal 
Image Photography

�e Cape Lookout 
Lighthouse signal 
light is visible for 
19 miles out to sea.  
It appears to �ash 
every 15 seconds 
as it revolves.  It 
warns mariners to 
steer clear of Cape 
Lookout Shoals 
– the “Horrible 
Headland.” 

Sam Bland, North Carolina Coastal Federation

Carteret County’s most scenic view is from the top of the Cape 
Lookout Lighthouse.  During the warm-weather months, you 
can climb it – all 188 spiral steps – the equivalent of a 12-story 
building.

Bill Ward

�e 169-foot tall Lighthouse, with 
white diamonds facing east and 
west…and black diamonds facing 
north and south, is the only one in 
America that indicates direction.  �e 
structure has weathered more than 30 
hurricanes…and an assault during 
the Civil War when Confederate forces 
tried to blow it up.

Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography

Wild horses inhabit Shackleford Banks at Cape Lookout National Seashore.  �ey 
graze on grasses that grow on the island and drink from natural, fresh water holes.  
Most scientists believe the herd descends from the Spanish horses of Hispaniola that 
were brought here by colonists in the 1500s.  Others may have swum ashore o� sinking 
ships that were wrecked along the shoals.  

Cape Lookout National Seashore o�ers 56 miles of magical ocean shoreline – 
undisturbed, uninhabited and pristine.
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When visiting the North 
Carolina Maritime 
Museum in Beaufort, 
be sure to include time 
to step across the street 
to look in on the Harvey 
W. Smith Watercraft 
Center. It’s a working 
boatbuilding facility, alive 
with the sounds and smells 
of traditional wooden 
boatbuilding.  �e sta� can 
teach you how to build a boat 
in a day. 

Karen Doody, Karen Doody Photography

‘Mother Nature’ must 
have a place at the 
beach

When Elmo Barnes speaks, people listen.  He’s the 
proprietor of Cousins Bed and Breakfast in Beaufort 
and purveyor of spices and sauces labeled as “Satan’s 
Breath.”  

So, he’s known locally as “Dr. Hot.”
What is it, Elmo, about the Natural Beauty of this 

place?
“Our coast, waters and vistas are unspoiled.  �is is 

the true de�nition of paradise,” he replied.

Beaufort historian Martha Barnes (Elmo’s 
wife) tells visitors that “Carteret County is 
North Carolina’s largest county; it’s just that 
half of it is underwater.”  She says the area of 
Carteret County is 1,064 square miles – 531 
square miles of land and 533 square miles of 
water. 

Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography

Majestic live oaks are evergreen in Carteret County.

Amy Nelson
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�e Outer Banks Scenic Byway is one of only four 
National Scenic Byways in North Carolina.  

�e southern gateway to the 138-mile route 
begins in Carteret County on US 70 East, just north 
of Beaufort.  It continues through the heart of Down 
East Carteret County.  

Take the loop o� US 70 to explore Harkers Island 
and the Core Sound Waterfowl Museum & Heritage 
Center, as well as the communities of Straits, Gloucester 
and Marshallberg.

At Sea Level, take NC 12 to 
Cedar Island.  It’s not the end 
of the road if you want to take 
the state ferry over to Ocracoke 
Island. 

You can go all the way on 
NC 12…to Hatteras Island and 
the northern terminus at Whale 
Bone Junction at the intersection 
of US 64.

Dan Williams

Ready for a 
road trip?

Fishing boats are docked at Marshallberg….

…And at Harkers Island.                                 Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography

Here’s more about
Down East:

“�e term ‘Down East’ is a nautical term,” says 
Rodney Kemp, who is Carteret County’s most 
celebrated historian and storyteller.  

“During the sailing days, the mailboat would 
make its deliveries to each eastern Carteret County 
community.  Normally, the prevailing sou’west wind 
would propel the sailboat in an e®cient manner.  �us, 
they were sailing ‘downwind to the eastern’ or Down 
East.”  

Something else he says you need to know about 
Down East is:  “�e North River ¯ows south and the 
South River ¯ows north.  Perhaps it’s because when 
you go upriver on the North River, you are going north, 
and vice versa on the South River.  Got it?”

Here’s another term you will hear Down East:  
“Mommick,” as a noun, is a foul, torn-up mess.  As a 
verb, it means beat to a pulp or worn, slam-out.  “Y’all, 
I’ve been mommicked this day, I have!”

Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography

Tools of the trade in the commercial ¥shing industry include 
¥shing net buoys in various shapes and colors. 
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Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography 

Beaufort’s Pirate Invasion in August is a weekend 
event featuring parades, music, sword ¥ghting and 
the ever-popular swilling of grog.  

Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography 

Here’s an impressive collection of pirate weaponry on 
display at the Pirate Invasion. 

Pirates and other 
rapscallions linger in 
Beaufort

Blackbeard, the most notorious Pirate in history, 
lived in Beaufort. 

During the Golden Age of Piracy (1689-1718), 
Blackbeard reportedly captured 40-45 ships.  Plundering 
and pillaging with ruthless abandon was his style, preying 
on merchants ships passing by, moving up and down the 
eastern seaboard.  

Blackbeard’s ¯agship vessel, the Queen Anne’s 
Revenge, was known to have run aground near Beaufort 
in 1718, but for more than 270 years, the location of the 
wreck was a mystery to archeologists around the world….

Until 1996, when divers discovered the wreck at the 
bottom of the Beaufort Inlet.  

Today, the North Carolina Maritime Museum in 
Beaufort is the o®cial repository for valuable artifacts 
salvaged from the wreckage.

Meanwhile, Beaufort is attacked annually by 
pirates during a Reenactment of the Beaufort 
Pirate Invasion.  �e town’s militia always 
manages to prevail.

	e beach is a place for Rest, Relaxation, 
Re�ection and Recreation – our 4 R’s.

Dan Williams 

�e wave-riding Oxendine brothers – Ryan, 6, and Zachary, 
16, of Advance, N.C. – are the grandsons of the photographer.

Cheryl Mans�eld

Own or rent:  You can have the Atlantic Ocean in 
your front yard…and all the “water toys” you’ll need 
to unwind. 
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	e beach is a place for Rest, Relaxation, 
Re�ection and Recreation – our 4 R’s.

Leslie Marshall

Star�sh or Sea Stars are echinoderms, of which there are about 
1,500 species found throughout the world.  Star¥sh are marine 
invertebrates that typically have a central disc and ¥ve arms.  
�e tide cycles about every 12 hours and 25 minutes, bringing 
a new collection of sea treasures.  �ey are yours for the taking.

Brenda Reash

Cindy Yount

“Carteret Catch” is the local initiative to promote 
consumption of fresh Seafood products harvested by 
Carteret County’s commercial ¥shermen.

Sally Lumpkin

Sunsets are just better here at the Crystal Coast…as Mother 
Nature paints her canvas in a rainbow of hues.  �e palette is 
ever-changing as one looks from Morehead City across Bogue 
Sound toward Salter Path, Indian Beach and Emerald Isle.

Forever friends…

Dylan Ray, Carteret County News-Times

Here’s the professional Sand Sculptor at work – Ed Moore 
of Sandy Feat.
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Come summer, Tents and Umbrellas sprout up on the sand to 
add a rainbow of colors to the horizon.

Cheryl Mans�eld 

Boaters here are a friendly 
bunch.  You’re invited to 
join in the fun.  

Wes Daniels

U-boats �gure in our 
coastal heritage

Fort Macon was reactivated as a military institution 
during World War II to deter German submarines 
known as U-boats from approaching the U.S. coastline.  

�e U-352 got too close.  It was detected o� 
Cape Lookout in 1942, and the Coast Guard Cutter 
ICARUS promptly ravaged it with depth charges.  

�e U-352 found her �nal resting place below at a 
depth of about 110 feet, about 26 miles out from the 
inlet.  Today, it’s a popular dive site.

�e Living Shipwreck exhibit at the North 
Carolina Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores, with its 
306,000-gallon tank, features a 70-foot replica of the 
coral-encrusted U-352.  

Historian Rodney Kemp said that during that 
WW II period, Bogue Banks and many other areas 
of Carteret County were “expanded” by the number 
of military units stationed along the coast for national 
defense.

A communication center was established at Salter 
Path, he said, and most of the personnel were of 
“Northern persuasion.”  

“Because of the nature of their communications via 
Morse code, the locals referred to them as ‘dit-dots’…
as in the saying:  ‘Look at that crowd of dit-dotters 
over yonder a-trying to feesh a crabpot without gittin’ 
bit.’

“�us, the popular term we now use in our local 
dialect, dit-dots,” Kemp explains.

As a class of people, the “dit-dots” typically spend 
their money and then go home.  Hence, they are more 
highly regarded than the infamous “dingbatters,” who 
are the folks who come here from “O� ” and stay.

Cheryl Mans�eld 

“Let’s go Sur�n’ now…everybody’s learnin’ how….”  �is 
master boarder is Mason O’Neal, a local surfer.
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We love a parade… and the biggest and best Veterans Day 
Parade in the state (if not the entire Southeast) is the Carteret 
County Veterans Day Parade in Morehead City.  

Gentlemen, thank you for your service!

Kevin Geraghty

Make the Crystal Coast your Wedding destination.  Here are 
newlyweds Sara & Trey �ompson.  �e bride is the niece of the 
photographer.  �e groom is a Second Class Boatswain’s Mate 
with the Coast Guard in Emerald Isle.  

Karen Doody, Karen Doody Photography

Cheryl Mans�eld 

Brenda Reash

Jake & Lauren Pesarchick 
traveled to the Crystal 
Coast from Bellevue, 
Neb., to tie the knot.

X is for Railroad 
Crossings

Morehead City was conceived as a “Railroad 
Town,” the creative genius of North Car-

olina Gov. John Motley Morehead, who served from 
1841-45.  

He envisioned a great commercial metropolis – the 
“New York City of the South” – at the point of the 
Newport River and Beaufort Inlet.  

Fortunately for all of us, that did not materialize.  

Dylan Ray, Carteret County News-Times

Railroad enthusiasts of all ages �ock to the annual model 
railroad show in Beaufort in December, which showcases the 
talents of the Carteret County Model Railroad Bu�s who run 
their trains.
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Kevin Geraghty

                       

Cheryl Mans�eld

During the summer months, outdoor concerts are happening 
all the time in Atlantic Beach, Beaufort, Emerald Isle and 
Morehead City…and there’s music for every mood.

And ‘Z’ is for Zany!

Here’s “Footloose,” the 
dancing gull…its message to 
visitors and guests coming 
to the Crystal Coast:  “Cut 
loose, footloose, kick o� the 
Sunday shoes.  Everybody cut, 
everybody cut footloose.”  

  
                                                  
              
              Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image  
               Photography

�e Atlantic ghost crab is a common species found on secluded 
beaches.  It was once described as an “occult, secretive alien from 
the ancient depths of the sea.”

Sam Bland, North Carolina Coastal Federation

Sam Bland, North Carolina Coastal Federation

Royal terns are exhibiting their mating behavior.  

We wish YOU were here.  

 Karen Doody, Karen Doody Photography 

Angella Knoll, 5, enjoys playing…and posing…in the sand at 
Fort Macon State Park.
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Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography  

It’s just another “Kodachrome” summer day in Carteret County.

We’re Your
Chamber of Commerce 

at the Coast!
We serve the
Crystal Coast
and all communities 
in Carteret County,
North Carolina, U.S.A.

CARTERET COUNTY
Chamber of Commerce

The Chamber is committed to reaching out to 
visitors, guests and second home owners who 

come to the beach.  
�e Chamber sta� and all of our members are 

dedicated to making your stay at the Crystal Coast 
more enjoyable, relaxing and memorable.  

And, we are always seeking to improve and 
strengthen the connections between small, independent 
businesses and vacationers.

Our restaurants, stores, shops and service 
providers are reliable businesses that are capable of 
satisfying every whim, desire and need – everything 
from Accommodations and Accountants to Window 
Treatments and Yacht Sales.  

Just name it – child care, lawn care, skin care, pet 
care, home care, swim wear…and sur�ng gear.  We’ve 
got it covered.  

We’re Your Chamber of Commerce at the Coast!  

Call us at (252) 726-6350 or 1-800-622-6278, or contact 
us via e-mail at cart.coc@nccoastchamber.com. 

On Facebook:   Visit us today...like us today.
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Bryan McCoury, Rusty Hook Marketing & Design

Chief Volunteer Leader Pro�le:
Kerry Youngblood is Chamber’s new ‘pilot for progress’

THE CHAMBER

Dr. Kerry Youngblood is the 
2015 Chair of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Carteret County 
Chamber of Commerce.  He has 
been serving as a member of the 
Chamber Board since 2010.  

He came to Carteret Coun-
ty in March 2009 as President of 
Carteret Community College.  

Dr. Youngblood orchestrated 
Carteret Community College’s 
50-year anniversary observance 
in 2013, with a year-long series 
of events and activities that cel-
ebrated “community and student 
success.”  

�e o®cial anniversary kick-
o� event was when the College 
hosted the January 2013 Chamber 
Business After Hours networking event at the Crystal 
Coast Civic Center in Morehead City.  More than 430 
people attended, which established a new “indoor Busi-
ness After Hours” attendance record for the Chamber. 

Dr. Youngblood says that he 
has been involved in adult edu-
cation, job training and work-
force development for most of 
his adult life.  He actually began 
his career as a certi�ed welder in 
Oklahoma and operated his own 
welding and construction busi-
nesses for a time. 

He relocated to Colorado 
in 1978, and prior to coming 
to Morehead City, he served as 
President of Western Colorado 
Community College in Grand 
Junction.

Musician, songwriter and 
proponent of technical and vo-
cational education, Dr. Young-

blood has a daughter, Jessie, who is 
a graduate student at Colorado State University.  

In May 2006, he married his best friend Kris Hahn, 
and the couple now resides in Atlantic Beach with their 
three cats and “Steve,” a loveable three-legged dog.

Kerry & Kris Youngblood
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Message from the Chair:
We are looking to fuse ‘Community & Commerce’

I always tell people that the most important word 
in the Carteret Community College name is 

“Community,” which means it belongs to the students, the 
citizens and the business people of our great community.

Similarly, the most important word in the Carteret 
County Chamber of Commerce name is “Commerce,” 
because that is the very essence of what the Chamber 
stands for and promotes – the doing of business.

As Chamber Board Chair this year, I am committed 
to blending and welding together “Community” and 
“Commerce” to strengthen the bonds among community, 
education and business.  

�e leadership, the sta�, and the Trustees at Carteret 
Community College clearly recognize that workforce 
development is central to the mission of the college.  

On one hand, business leaders are our customers.  
�ey need and deserve a skilled workforce – people who 
can get the job done the right way and right away.

On the other hand, citizens – both young people and 
older, more experienced adults – are also our customers.  
�ey need to have access and opportunities to upgrade 
their skills and to learn new ways to improve their earnings 
potential to provide a better life for their families.

We are fortunate to have strong foundations in 
place – a high-performing local school system, visionary 
faculty and sta� at the community college, a highly active, 
engaged and well-respected Chamber of Commerce and 
a proactive tourism promotion organization in the form 
of the Crystal Coast Tourism Authority.

�e Chamber has an aggressive public a�airs presence, 

and we need to press our elected o®cials to invest in jobs, 
workforce training and education at all levels. 

In addition, the Chamber is dedicated to strength-
ening relationships with the military, which is the major 
employer in our region, and the Chamber is helping to 
assure our military bases remain sustainable and viable.  
We are a “Military Friendly” community.

Our Chamber sta� is adept at helping business 
people make connections, and we are reaching out to 
attract new members all across the spectrum, from young 
business professionals who have incessant energy and 
optimism to retirees who possess the intellectual capital 
and �nancial resources to plow into our communities for 
the betterment of all. 

Hence, the Chamber, too, is evolving to become a 
stronger, more in¯uential force to unite “Community and 
Commerce.”  

It’s an exciting time to be part of and a partner in 
the Carteret County Chamber of Commerce, one of the 
�nest local Chambers I have ever been associated with.  
Together, we can blaze new trails, climb new mountains 
and soar to new heights.  

We cannot accomplish anything on cruise-control.  
Let’s ignite the engine and step on the gas.  

Kerry Youngblood

YOUR ELECTRICITY 
ISN’T SOMETHING WE 
TAKE LIGHTLY.
We put up the poles, connect miles of line and �ip a few switches 
of our own. All to make sure your life is always powered. Learn more 
about the power of co-op membership at TogetherWeSave.com.

Carteret-Craven Electric Cooperative
www.carteretcravenelectric.coop

Your Touchstone Energy Partner
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In appreciation:
�e Carteret County Chamber of Commerce thanks 

the entire membership for your overwhelming support 
of the Chamber.  Your investment and participation in 
the Chamber form the foundation for continued growth 
and success.  Your involvement enables the Chamber to 
remain strong and serve as the “go-to” organization in 
the community.  We appreciate the support shown by 
our advertisers, and we encourage you to patronize these 
businesses.  

Who we are:
�e Carteret County Chamber of Commerce is a 

membership-based organization that is independent of 
government funding.  �e Chamber is a private, not-for-
pro�t 501(c)(6) organization.  It unites approximately 
915 businesses, professionals, organizations, educational 
institutions and individuals who are interested in 
creating and fostering a healthy environment in which 
to conduct business. 

In Carteret County, it’s fun to do business with people 
you know and people you trust…like Henry Kahen of 
Edward Jones and Novella Wilson of NB Model and 
Talent Management and NC School of Fashion.

“Shop Carteret First” is our state of mind.  It 
just makes good business sense to shop at home, do 
business with one another and keep the dollars re-
circulating in our communities.

“Shop Carteret First” extends beyond the 
retail arena.  Each purchasing decision presents an 
opportunity to invest in the products and services 
o�ered by our neighbors and our home-grown 
companies, helping to create and retain jobs. 

Research shows that consumers are 63 percent 
more likely to buy goods and services from businesses 
that are members of a local Chamber of Commerce.  
Look for the Chamber’s membership decal a®xed to 
the front door or window of merchants’ shops.  

Every business day, we make referrals – typically 
several hundred a month – when people with inquiring 
minds contact us about who, what, where, when, 
why and how.  As standard policy, we only refer our 
members.  

THE CHAMBER
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2015 Strategic Business Plan
�ere are seven elements within the Chamber’s Strategic Business Plan.  Each year, the Board of Directors 

meets with community partners and a select group of members to re�ne action steps during a Board-Level 
Planning Conference.  

�e entire Strategic Business Plan can be found on the Chamber web site, www.nccoastchamber.com.  Here 
are the key components:

❶  Implement and maintain internal and external  
 communications programs of excellence.

❷   Broaden our economic base by fostering a   
 healthy business climate.

❸   Enhance the quality of education in Carteret 
 County.

❹   Encourage consumers to “Shop Carteret First.”

❺   Forge strong relationships with elected and 
 appointed o�cials.  

❻   Maximize the return on investment for all 
 Chamber members.

❼   Recruit new members and retain existing 
 members through increased participation and 
 involvement in Chamber programs, events, 
 committees and task forces.

Karen Doody, Karen Doody Photography 

Here’s our Sundown Rule:  �e Chamber sta� strives to ensure that “all inquiries from our members and customers will be answered 
or acknowledged before the end of each business day.”

Add the Chamber’s logo as a “virtual decal” on 
your own web site to reinforce your membership 
in the region’s leading business association. 

Karen Doody, Karen Doody Photography 
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The many faces of the Chamber:

Jesse Cloutier of C.C. Motorsports 

and Dawn Ferrell-Hawkins

Gene McLendon of Hope Mission Christian Ministries and Cassandra Hendrickson of LongHorn Steakhouse

Peg & Charlton Burns are 

individual members of the Chamber.  

Gina Lyons of Family Tire 
& Auto Service

Ethan Ballou of Family Tire & Auto Service and Alexis MillsGene Foxworth of Carteret 
County government

Lee Gillikin of MoreHair City 

Salon & Spa and Olivia Yankosky of 

Transportation Impact Jana Moss of 
Transportation Impact

Elizabeth New of Carteret 
Community College

THE CHAMBER
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‘Tourism is everybody’s 
business here’

�e tourism industry provides nearly 3,000 jobs 
in Carteret County, but in a true sense, “tourism is 
everybody’s business here.”  

“Tourism reaches every single soul in this county,” 
says A.C. Hall of the Atlantis Lodge in Pine Knoll 
Shores, an icon on the Crystal Coast since 1963.  

Tourism has an annual economic impact of almost 
$282 million in Carteret County with a direct pay-
roll of nearly $50 million.  Additionally, many small 
business owners make their living catering to tourists, 
guests and visitors.  

�e Chamber works closely with the Crystal 
Coast Tourism Authority to promote the diversity 
of attractions that make the Crystal Coast a popular 
tourism destination.

�e Chamber encourages all of our businesses to 
extend the “Hand of Hospitality” all year-round.” 

Mary Duane Hale of Atlantic Beach Realty, Bill Rogerson (2014 
Chamber Board Chair) and Mandy Vick of Wine & Design

Capt. George & Patty Aswad have four Chamber member 
businesses:  Crabby Patty’s (restaurant and catering), Crystal 
Coast Lady Cruises, Island Express Ferry Service and Morehead 
City Ferry Service.

We are the ‘Chamber 
of Contacts’

Nobody does networking better than the 
Chamber…and every Chamber event, function 
and gathering o�ers an abundance of networking 
opportunities.  

“Some people are natural networkers, but most 
folks need some help getting started,” says Julie 
Naegelen, Director, Membership Services.  “We can 
coach people how to become more e�ective and 
productive networkers.”  

Business After Hours is a popular Chamber 
tradition.  �is is a series of high-powered networking 
events – in a casual and comfortable setting.  �e 
hosting business or organization is always featured 
prominently.  

�e Chamber set new attendance records for 
Business After Hours in 2014, and 14 Business After 
Hours functions are on the 2015 calendar.

Carol Basnight of Basnight Garner at Keller Williams and 
Wanda Bennett of Carteret Community College

Lisa Bourbeau of Chalk & Gibbs Insurance and Real Estate, 
Newport Police Chief Je� Clark and Angela Clark of Carolinas 
Center for Surgery
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Chamber Expo mixes business with pleasure
�e annual Business After Hours Expo, 

hosted by the Chamber, attracts up to 500 
people and includes about 65 Chamber 
member exhibitors.

“Special thanks to CenturyLink, who was 
our Presenting Sponsor in 2014,” said Julie 
Naegelen, who served as Expo Coordinator.  

“It’s been described as a Business After 
Hours on steroids – combining the fellowship 
and fun of a normal Business After Hours 
with all the buzz and excitement of a business 
trade show,” she said.  “We encouraged 
exhibitors to get creative…and you can see 
how they responded.”

Guests are able to meander, mix and 
mingle comfortably…while enjoying ample 
food and drinks.

�e Chamber presents Business After 
Hours Expo VI on �ursday, April 30, at the 
Crystal Coast Civic Center in Morehead 
City.  Open to the public.  For information, 
contact Julie Naegelen at (252) 726-6350 or 
julie@nccoastchamber.com. 

Jennifer Gildard of Snug Harbor on Nelson Bay (left) conveys to Nadine 
Sullivan of Coastal Community Action that retirement living can be a 
barrel of laughs.

“Lights, Camera, Action” 
was the theme of the Action 
�erapy booth.  Jennifer Baker 
was the winner of the “Best 
Actress” award.

Kris Youngblood visits with Jim Marks of 
Accent Travel and Cruises, Ltd.  Where 
in the world do you want to go?

... dedicated to maximizing independence, 
safety, comfort, and quality of life...

WWW.CROATANRIDGE.COM

210 FOXHALL ROAD | NEWPORT, NC
252.223.2560

THE CHAMBER
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Chamber is the ‘Voice of Business’

Judge Doug McCullough of 
the North Carolina Court of 
Appeals resides in Atlantic 
Beach.

Dan Williams

Sen. Norman Sanderson and Rep. Pat 
McElraft are pictured with the Chamber’s 
Julie Naegelen.

Chamber member Gus Tulloss of Gus H. 
Tulloss Insurance and a member of the North 
Carolina Board of Transportation is greeted at 
the Chamber’s Legislative Luncheon by Lindy 
Robinson, Director of the Carteret County 
Board of Elections.

THE CHAMBER

�e Chamber is actively engaged in issues 
advocacy and speaks out to in¯uence public policy 
decisions at the local, state and federal levels.  

Each year, the Board of Directors develops a list of 
priorities – the issues that are most important to the 
small businesses that we represent.  

�e Chamber’s 2015 Legislative Agenda can 
be accessed through the Chamber’s web site, www.
nccoastchamber.com. 

It’s important to understand that the Chamber 
does not support or endorse any candidate for public 
o®ce at any level…because we need to work with 
elected o®cials on both sides of the political aisle to 
foster a pro-business climate.

We are the “Voice of Business.”  Hear us loud and 
clear about that. 
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MAC appreciates service men and women

Bob Upchurch’s “boat �oat,” representing the Chamber’s 
Military A�airs Committee, always has the most American 
�ags of any of the units participating in the Veterans Day 
Parade.  �e young Marine is Asher Brinson, son of Tracey 
Brinson, a member of the Chamber sta�, and Bo Brinson of 
Brinson Custom Carpentry.

MAC members David Heath and 
Katherine Cushinberry of Cape Lookout 
National Seashore welcomed about 140 
military members and their spouses/dates 
to the 2014 Down East Military Fun Day 
event on Harkers Island.

At each John C. Beitz Service Person of the Quarter Luncheon, the MAC honors 
service members from Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, the Coast Guard 
and Army Reserve Center in Morehead City for their service to the nation and 
local communities.

Darleen Jones of the Community Plans & Liaison O³ce at 
MCAS Cherry Point attended the Chamber’s 2014 Crystal 
Ball along with Coast Guard Cmdr. Karrie Trebbe and her 
husband, Pete Trebbe, a retired Coast Guard lieutenant.

�e Chamber’s Military A�airs Committee 
(MAC) is committed to strengthening relationships 
between the local business community and military 
personnel and their families – partnerships that are 
mutually bene�cial.  

“Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point and 
Fleet Readiness Center East have an enormous 
economic impact on our local economy,” says MAC 
Chair David Heath of the Town of Newport.  “�e 
Marine Corps estimates that Cherry Point pumps 
about $2.2 billion a year into the region.”

�e Cherry Point facilities combine to rank as the 
area’s major employer, providing thousands of jobs to 

Carteret County residents.  Carteret County also is 
home to Coast Guard Sector Field O®ce Fort Macon 
and an Army Reserve unit in Morehead City.

“�e MAC specializes in showing our active duty 
and retired military families how much we appreciate 
having them as our neighbors,” Heath adds.

�e MAC’s annual program of work is 
supported by Chamber members who make �nancial 
contributions to the MAC as Star Sponsors.  To 
inquire, contact Diane Warrender, Manager, Chamber 
Programming, at diane@nccoastchamber.com or 
(252) 726-6350.
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Chamber seeks designation
for Carteret County to become
‘Coast Guard Community’

If all goes according to plan…
the U.S. Congress will declare 
Carteret County to be an o®cial 
“Coast Guard Community,” 
to coincide with the 100-year 
anniversary of the formation of the 
U.S. Coast Guard in 2015.

�e application signed by 
Carteret County Manager Russell 
Overman was assembled during 
2013…and updated in 2014 to 
include reference to the March 
2014 visit to Morehead City by the 
crew and cadets aboard “America’s 
Tall Ship,” the Barque EAGLE.

Coast Guard o®cers 
anticipated 5,000 visitors would 
tour the vessel, but in fact, the crew 
welcomed more than 9,000 visitors.

“Carteret County is genuinely 
proud of its Coast Guard heritage, 
and we look forward to building 
on our foundation for success 
as a bona �de ‘Coast Guard 
Community’ for eternity,” Overman 
wrote.

Currently, only one other 
county in America is a “Coast 
Guard Community” – Camden 
County, Ga.  �e other 15 
communities so designated are all 
cities.

We state our case:
Carteret County folks have 

a tradition of being sensitive to 
victims of the perils of the sea, and 
in the 19th century, when a ship 
was wrecked o� of Cape Lookout, 
local whaling crews would respond.

Passed along for generations 
has been the story of the fabled 
wreck of a three-masted schooner 
the “Crissie Wright” in January of 

1886:  
“She come 

ashore on the 
sea beach side 
of Shackleford 
Banks near the 
Wade Shore 
community 
having lost her 
rudder.  �e 
whaling crews 
were prepared to attempt a rescue 
when the wind shifted and caused 
mountainous waves to prevent 
their launching.  �e temperature 
dropped to 12 degrees (F), and the 
wind and water roared….

“�e would-be rescuers built 
a large �re on shore to signal the 
crew that they would rescue them 
when nature so obliged.  When 
�nally rescuers were able to get 
to the vessel, two of the crew had 
washed over board, three were 
frozen to death and only one 
survived….”

�e publicity of this tragedy 
helped encourage building United 
States Life-Saving Stations in 
Carteret County at Core Banks 
(1888), Portsmouth (1894) and 
Cape Lookout (1896), which were 
sta�ed by surfmen.  

From the watchtower, a guard 
scanned the water for vessels in 
trouble, and foot patrols walked 
dark, stormy ocean beaches.  In the 
boathouse, oar-powered surfboats 
and crews were waiting, ready to be 
sent down the ramp and out to sea 
to assist ships in distress.

�e very �rst rescue 
accomplished by the newly formed 
Coast Guard occurred in the 
winter of 1915 o� Cape Lookout 

Shoals by Capt. Fred Gillikin of 
Marshallberg and his crew – saving 
the lives of �ve crew members of 
the “Sylvia C. Hall.”  Capt. Fred 
was honored during a parade 
in Morehead City on his 100th 
birthday in 1978, sponsored by 
the Carteret County Chamber of 
Commerce, which attracted about 
4,000 well-wishers. 

�e Coast Guard has 
continuously had a presence in 
North Carolina and Carteret 
County for 100 years now, and 
today there are 10 Coast Guard 
units based at the Fort Macon 
site, including �e SMILAX, 
commissioned in 1944, which is 
now the “Queen of the Fleet,” the 
oldest cutter in the Coast Guard.

Additionally, Coast Guard 
Station Emerald Isle is at the 
western tip of Bogue Banks 
at Bogue Inlet.  Total Coast 
Guard employment in Carteret 
County includes 200 active duty 
service men and women and is 
supplemented by 85 Reservists 
and nearly 200 Auxiliary members 
who combine to log thousands of 
hours annually in support of Coast 
Guard search and rescue and law 
enforcement operations.

“Semper Paratus – Always 
Ready.”

Dan Williams

�e EAGLE arrives at the Port of Morehead City with a 
�otilla of escorts.

THE CHAMBER
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We bring ribbon, scissors and people
Whatever your occasion – 

grand openings, ribbon cuttings, 
groundbreakings, open houses 
and milestone anniversaries – the 
Chamber specializes in assisting 
you with your celebration.

We bring the special events 
expertise, the scissors, the fancy 
ribbon, the shovels, the camera…
and best of all, the people!  
Photographs are published monthly 
in the Chamber newsletter so all 
can see who came to your event.  

It’s all free of charge – as a 
bene�t of Chamber membership. 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies are a big deal.  Here is the crowd that turned out in support of 
the Carteret County Domestic Violence Program at Caroline’s Collectables in Morehead City 
in 2014, which is an upscale resale shop that helps generate funds to support the program 
locally.

�e Chamber o�ers a “90-Day Money 
Back Guarantee.”  If a business or 
organization joins the Chamber and 
is not fully satis�ed with the level of 
service, we will return the investment.  
All we ask is that the new member 
attends at least three Chamber events 
during that time span to give us a try.

Carteret General Hospital
3500 Arendell St.
Morehead City, NC 28557
808-6000
President & CEO:  Dick Brvenik
dbrvenik@ccgh.org
www.carteretgeneral.com

Carteret General Hospital is a 135-bed hospital 
serving eastern North Carolina.  As the largest 
employer in Carteret County with nearly 
1,110 employees, the hospital has remained 
committed to improving the community’s health, 
becoming the employer of choice and being the 
best community hospital.  At Carteret General 
Hospital, “Our Mission Is Your Health.”

�e physicians and sta� of Carteret General 
are among the �nest health care providers in 
eastern North Carolina.  Carteret General is 
fully accredited by the Joint Commission for 
the Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations 
( JCAHO).  With our commitment to excellence 
and advanced technology, the hospital o�ers 
exceptional programs for joint and spine, weight 
loss surgery, heart care, diabetic care and cancer 
care.

Here’s the artist’s rendering of the new Specialty Pavilion at Carteret General Hospital.  It is 
scheduled to be open and fully operational in the fall of 2015.

Carteret General nurses Cynthia Toler and Cindy Rose are shown 
with the new dialysis equipment for inpatients.  Nephrologists from 
Eastern Nephrology Associates are helping provide this service in the 
community, so patients and families can remain close to home and 
receive treatment.

Kat Smith, Carteret General Hospital



38  |  CARTERET COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  

Leadership Carteret:  It’s all about
building stronger community leaders

Leadership Carteret 2014 graduates 
Tammy Stobaugh of First Bank 
and Dave Whitlow of the Town of 
Morehead City

Leadership Carteret is one of the Chamber’s proudest traditions.  �e 
program has been o�ered for 27 consecutive years, and the Class of 2015 
claims to be “the best ever.”

“Our goal since 1988 has been constant, and that is to help up-and-
coming community leaders gain knowledge and build relationships that 
will enable them to be more successful here in Carteret County…and 
make a di�erence in our communities,” says Alan Leary of Century 21 
Newsom-Ball Realty, who co-chairs the Leadership Carteret Steering 
Committee along with Steve Hellersperk of ACS Computer Services and 
Toastmasters-Morehead City.

�e program runs for 10 consecutive weeks, and the focus is on 
introducing the class members to the places, people and issues that de�ne 
our county.  

“�e participants also work on 
projects that bene�t local not-for-
pro�t community groups who are 
dedicated to improving the quality 
of life for all citizens,” Hellersperk 
says.  “It’s a way for the class 
members to make a di�erence.”  

Brian Kramer, Pine Knoll 
Shores Town Manager, is a graduate 
of Leadership Carteret.  He 
remarked:  “Leadership Carteret 
was the single best introduction 
I have found to understand what 
makes Carteret County tick.  I 
came away understanding what a 
kaleidoscope this county really is....”  

Members of the Leadership Carteret Class of 2014 posed for this group photograph on 
Beaufort Day.

PetDocks
5307 Highway 70 West • Morehead City, NC 28557

Phone (252) 240-3885  •  www.petdocks.com

TODD WORRELL, DVM   ALLISON ARNOULT, DVM

VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Chamber members are eligible to 
enroll in First Bene�ts Insurance, a 
Workers’ Compensation Program 
available to members only.  Your 
existing agent can write the 
coverage.  Member businesses with 
three or more fulltime employees 
can also enroll in Disability and/or 
Universal Life Insurance coverage 
plans.  Contact the Chamber for 
full details. 

THE CHAMBER
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Reverse Drawing:  
Best party of the summer

“Hats O� to the Races” was the theme for the Chamber’s Reverse 
Drawing in August 2014.

More than 500 people had a hard-charging good time…and two 
�nalists split the grand prize of $10,000 in cold, hard cash – Diane Camp 
and Steve Sparks.

�e 2015 Reverse Drawing date is Saturday evening, August 15, at 
the Crystal Coast Civic Center in Morehead City.  

Only 325 tickets will be sold, so the odds of winning the big money 
are better than in the state lottery.  

Each $100 ticket admits two people to the event, which o�ers a buf-
fet dinner, an open bar, a silent auction, entertainment, dancing, costume 
contest prizes and plenty of fun and good fellowship.

�e Reverse Drawing Committee is the Chamber’s “fun bunch.”  
Volunteers always come up with a lively theme and decorating ideas that 
invite a party atmosphere.  

To participate, contact Tracey Brinson, Director, Administrative Ser-
vices, at tracey@nccoastchamber.com or (252) 726-6350.

(Photos by Bryan McCoury, Rusty Hook Marketing & Design)

Leslie Marshall of Basin Design

Jill Sullivan of McLaughlin Chiropractic 
Center

Here’s a $5,000 expression.

Sherrie & Tom Morton of Morton Water
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Chamber recognizes major achievers in our communities
�e Chamber honors the pacesetters in the community for their 

accomplishments.  
By spotlighting those businesses, organizations and individuals who are 

all-star achievers, we help raise the bar for excellence.
Major awards were presented at the Chamber’s 2014 Crystal Ball, which 

serves as the annual meeting, and the winners are:
Citizen of the Year Awards:  Bucky & Wendi Oliver of �e Boathouse at 

Front Street Village.
Arnold Murray Small Business Person of the Year Award:  Sandy 

Howard of Amos Mosquito’s Restaurant and Bar.
Cassie Algeo Award for Extraordinary Chamber Leadership:  Wendy 

Routson of Emerald Isle Beach & Pool Club and Ken Compton of Friends of 
the Library at the Webb Center.

Debbie Godwin Ambassador of the Year Award:  Debbie Fisher of Mary 
Kay Cosmetics, the Professional Business Center and O®ce Fusion Solutions.

�e “Pro Operibus Civilibus” Award recognizing an individual from the 
public sector for outstanding civic deeds:  Derryl Garner, former Mayor of 
Newport. 

�e Chamber conducts an annual talent search to select individuals who 
are true champions of customer service – people who go above and beyond to 
serve their customers or clients.  �ey are the recipients of our “Outrageous 
Customer Service” Awards.  

�e 2014 Customer Service Champions were:  Samantha Cooper and 
Lauren Gibson, both of Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites; Matt Hagen of 
Port City Motors; James “JJ” Jones of UPS; April Mason of Carteret County 
Aging Services; Greg Moss of First Citizens Bank; Brenda Reash of Carteret 
Community College; and Greg “Rudi” Rudolph of the Carteret County Shore 
Protection O®ce.

Co-sponsors of the awards program are Carteret Community College, 
Emerald Isle Beach & Pool Club and NCCOAST.

�e Chamber partners with the Eastern Carolina Workforce Development 
Board to recognize outstanding employers.  In 2014, Employer of the Year 
Awards were presented to Emerald Isle Realty, Transportation Impact and 
Willis Insurance Agency. 

Additionally, recipients of Community Advocate Awards were the 
Morehead City Marlins Baseball Team and Friendly Caregivers. 

“Dancing Don” Wells and Irene Bailey 
enjoyed the 2014 Crystal Ball.  (Guests 
observed that he has rightfully earned the 
nickname.)  

Sandy Howard (center) displays his 
Small Business Person of the Year Award.  
He is shown here with Hallock Cooper 
(left) and Luke Maguire…all of Amos 
Mosquito’s Restaurant & Bar. 

Wendy Routson of the Emerald Isle 
Beach & Pool Club received a Cassie 
Algeo Award for Extraordinary 
Chamber Leadership at the Crystal Ball.  
She is shown here with her husband, 
Clint Routson of Ward and Smith, P.A.  

Emerald Isle Realty was established in 1962 and has remained a family business for 
four generations.  Shown here are Allison Wax Carter, Julia Batten Wax, Mark Wax, 
Nathan Wax and Sabrina Hylton.  

THE CHAMBER
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Ambassadors Club helps 
members get involved

By participating in the Ambassadors Club, 
Chamber members expand their network of business 
contacts and provide valuable services to the Chamber 
at the same time.

“Our Ambassadors are true-blue Chamber 
advocates who are out there every day in the 
communities we serve talking with fellow Chamber 
members to ensure that the Chamber is working for 
them,” explains the Chamber’s Julie Naegelen, who is 
the sta� liaison to the Ambassadors Club. 

“Ambassadors select the business leaders they want 
to visit each month.  �ey use the Chamber a®liation 
to open doors of opportunity for their own businesses, 
which is the way it’s designed to work.  

“Ambassadors provide the feedback that enables 
the sta� to respond quickly and decisively to our 
members’ concerns and spot emerging trends in the 
marketplace,” she said.

Chamber Board member Vernon Small and Ambassador Alyce 
Kelly of the Hampton Inn of Morehead City

Chamber communicates 
‘news you can use’

�e Chamber strives to deliver accurate 
and timely “news you can use” to help 
improve your pro�tability and enable you 
to stay abreast of new developments at the 
Chamber and within the community.  

�is Business Directory & Visitors 
Guide is printed annually and delivered to 
members, second home owners, seasonal 
residents, newcomers and tourists.  Copies 
are placed in rooms of local hotels/motels, 
other lodging establishments and vacation 
rental properties – for the convenience of 
visitors and guests.

�e Chamber News is our monthly 
newsletter that is published as an insert in 
the Carteret County News-Times on the last 
Friday of the month and reaches an estimated 
30,000 readers.  

All Chamber publications are posted on the 
Chamber web site, www.nccoastchamber.
com.  Visit often…as the site features real 
Chamber members in action.  �e sta� makes 
online Directory updates instantaneously.  

Members receive �e PULSE, a weekly 
e-mail newsletter that provides updates on 
upcoming Chamber activities, programs and 
functions.  If there’s “breaking news,” you 
can read all about it in �e PULSE…Extra, 
which is issued on an as-needed basis.

Coastal NC Coffee News®

Affordable, Effective, Exclusive Advertising
• Affordable-extremely competitive rates
• Effective-well established and respected
• Exclusivity-one advertiser per category
• Visibility-every ad is on the cover front or back
• Super Local Targeting-economical local editions
• Fun-everyone loves Coffee News

Al Ebron, Owner, Publisher

252-558-1294
coastalnccoffeenewsmhc@gmail.com

www.coastalnccoffeenews.net
Sam Bland, NCCF
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Chamber partners with young professionals
$20,000 grant will help 
launch incubator project

Connect Carteret – A Young 
Professionals Network will bene�t 
from a $20,000 grant awarded to 
the Chamber by the N.C. Rural 
Economic Development Center 
as part of its “New Generation 
Initiative” to help foster the 
development of a new generation of 
community leaders.

Connect Carteret is reaching 
out to young business professionals 

Since the Chamber serves as a 
business advocacy organization, 
your Chamber membership 
investment is deductible as a 
necessary business expense.  
Speak to your accountant about 
sponsorships, advertising, etc.

Carolyn Temple, Coastal Image Photography

Connect Carteret’s 2015 leadership team:  
Christina Fulcher and Scott Eckholdt.

Alex Fisher  

Group members have expertise in socializing with a purpose.

THE CHAMBER

in the 20-40 age group.  Its mission 
is “to make Carteret County a 
place where young professionals 
can achieve the same social, 
academic, cultural and �nancial 
goals as in larger communities, 
while maintaining a higher quality 
of   life.”  

Connect Carteret Chair 
Christina Fulcher of First Citizens 
Bank said:  “Our objectives include 
attracting young adults to our 
county, retaining young people after 
they complete their schooling…
and making our communities more 

responsive to the needs of young 
professionals and their families.”

�e group intends to use the 
grant funds to establish a centrally 
located “small business incubator” 
facility to provide o®ce quarters and 
work space for young entrepreneurs.

Young professionals who are 
interested in getting involved in 
Connect Carteret can visit Connect 
Carteret on Facebook for upcoming 
events…or contact Julie Naegelen 
at the Chamber, 726-6350 or julie@
nccoastchamber.com.
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Instead of our own description of 
the “Atlantis” perhaps we should let a 

few of our guests speak for us.

www.atlantislodge.com
Atlantis Lodge • 123 Salter Path Road 

Pine Knoll Shores, North Carolina 28512

Phone (800) 682-7057

“I was immediately 
seduced by the 
environment.”
-Detroit, MI

“It is our home away from home.”
-Clendenin, WV

“The Atlantis is more 
than special, it restores 
my soul!” -Tucson, AZ 

“Our vacation was fabulous. 
Thank You!” 

-Washington, DC

“Peaceful and charming with 
birds, wildlife 

and flowers. A wee 
bit of paradise!”
-Powhatan, VA

“Beyond special. Don’t 
change a thing.”
-Earlysville, VA

• Suites with Kitchens •Wireless High Speed Internet Access 
• Pet Friendly • All Units are Non-Smoking

Celebrating 
50 Years 

Pet-Friendly & Oceanfront 

Gramercy Christian School
A Quality Education Centered 

in God’s Word

Now Enrolling
Grades K5 

through 12th!

Find out more about the Gramercy Difference  
Schedule a tour, apply on-line at  

www.gramercychristian.org 
Contact our Admissions Director, Angela Brooks 

(252)-223-5199 or gcsoffice.k12@gmail.com  
8170 Highway 70, Newport NC 28570

GCS Admits Students regardless of  Race, Color, 
Nationality or Ethic Origin
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THE CHAMBER

Locally owned and operated since 
1955 by the Munden family, 

Serving each family with dignity, 
integrity and compassion.

2112 Arendell Street
Post O�ce Box 69

Morehead City, NC 28557

Tel: 252-726-8066
Fax: 252-726-6133

www.mundenfuneralhome.net
info@mundenfuneralhome.net

2900-6 ARENDELL ST
MOREHEAD CITY, NC 28557

252-622-4506 PH • 252-622-4512 FAX

Our mission is to service women of all 
ages who have had the misfortune to get 
breast cancer.

We stock all products that relate to 
post-operative services.  Curb side is also 
a service we offer. If your patient can’t 
get into the store, we have a convenient 
driveway where we can deliver your sup-
plies or measure you for supplies. 

Services include, but not limited to:
• Mastectomy bras
• Compression bras
• Wigs
• Prosthetics
• Chemo Beanies
• All lymphedema, compression garments
• Diabetic shoes, socks
• Ambulatory Aids
• Commodes
• Seat Lift chairs
• Power Wheelchairs
• Nebulizers-Sale Only(Medicaid)
• Tens Units-Sale Only
• Scrubs

Small Business Roundtables are an excellent choice for making connections, and they are sponsored in four di�erent locations across Carteret 
County.  Each Roundtable meeting provides business owners with an opportunity to discuss common business concerns and learn from one 
another, under the guidance of a trained facilitator.  	ere is no cost to attend and no advance registration is required.  Just come when you can.  
To learn more, contact the Chamber.

KENT DENTON, JR.
Hearing Instrument Specialist

229 Professional Circle, Ste. 3, Morehead City, NC 28557

252.222.4327
• Helping people hear for over 20 years

• All Chamber members receive $1000.00 discount on set of premium aids 
and free 1 week in home no obligation trial
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Sea Tow Crystal Coast
252-726-2246  \  seatow.com

Get our FREE App
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Meet the Chamber’s leadership team
(All telephone numbers are in the Area Code 252 local calling area unless otherwise noted.)

2015 O¨cers
Dr. Kerry Youngblood, Chair
Carteret Community College
3505 Arendell St.
Morehead City, NC 28557
222-6140  Fax: 222-6274
youngbloodk@carteret.edu

Bucky Oliver, Chair Elect
�e Boathouse at Front Street Village
2400 Lennoxville Road
Beaufort, NC 28516
838-1524  Fax: 838-1523
Mobile: (919) 349-5588
bucky@jetcraft.com

John Hagle, Treasurer
1111 Hammock Lane
Beaufort, NC 28516
504-3494
JohnHagle5860@outlook.com

Bill Rogerson, Past Chair 
308 Elizabeth Drive
Morehead City, NC 28557
723-8095
b.rogerson@ec.rr.com

Board of Directors
(Terms Expire December 31, 2015)

Dick Brvenik
Carteret General Hospital
3500 Arendell St.
Morehead City, NC 28557
808-6000
dbrvenik@ccgh.org

Travis Burt
Transportation Impact
P.O. Box 4758
Emerald Isle, NC 28594
764-2885
tburt@transportationimpact.com

John Hagle

Larry Jones
Inlet Inn
601 Front St.
Beaufort, NC 28516
728-3600  Fax: 728-5833
inletinn@bizec.rr.com

Rodney Kemp
Chalk & Gibbs Insurance and Real 
Estate
1006 Arendell St.
Morehead City, NC 28557
726-3167
rodney@chalkandgibbs.com

Tom Kies
Downtown Morehead City 
Revitalization Association
1001 Arendell St.
Morehead City, NC 28557
808-0440  Fax 808-0446
dmcra@embarqmail.com

Dr. Kerry Youngblood
Carteret Community College

(Terms Expire December 31, 2016)

Scott Eckholdt
Wells Fargo
800 Arendell St.
Morehead City, NC 28557
240-6341  Fax: 726-5027
scott.eckholdt@wellsfargo.com

Debby Forbush
Great Windows
934 Sea Gate Drive
Newport, NC 28570
728-3373
debby@greatwindowsnc.com

Maryanne Frank
Frank Door Company
413 Howard Blvd.
Newport, NC 28570
223-1112 or (888) 833-3667
Fax: 223-1116
mfrank@frankdoor.com

Mary Duane Hale
Atlantic Beach Realty
513 Atlantic Beach Causeway
Atlantic Beach, NC 28512
240-7368  Fax: 340-0670
maryduane@atlanticbeachrealty.net

Janie Jones
269 Bay Drive
Smyrna, NC 28579
729-9711
janie.jones1151@gmail.com

Bill Rogerson

Wendy Routson
Emerald Isle Beach & Pool Club
101 Dolphin Ridge Road
Emerald Isle, NC 28594
354-4159  Fax: 354-4159
Mobile: 241-5302
emeraldislebeachclub@gmail.com

(Terms Expire December 31, 2017)
Mary Carlyle Brown
Realty World First Coast Realty
P.O. Box 2829
Atlantic Beach, NC  28512
(800) 849-4801  
Fax: (866) 232-8852
Mobile: 723-8854
mcab@ec.rr.com

Millie Chalk
Duke Energy Progress
2637 Gum Branch Road
Jacksonville, NC 28540
(910) 346-1453  
Mobile: (910) 650-9949
millie.chalk@duke-energy.com

Syndie Earnhardt
Bluewater Real Estate
200 Mangrove Drive
Emerald Isle, NC 28594
646-3244
syndiee@bluewaternc.com

Bob Malone
Carteret Community �eatre, Inc.
1311 Arendell St.
Morehead City, NC 28557
726-1501  Mobile: 725-2374
rmalone@ec.rr.com

Tim Necaise
Necaise Insurance & Financial 
Services, Inc.
7075-A US 70
Newport, NC 28570
223-4724  Fax: 888-735-0600
necaiset@nationwide.com

Bucky Oliver
�e Boathouse at Front Street Village

Tina Purifoy
Crystal Coast Civic Center
3505 Arendell St.
Morehead City, NC 28557
247-9247  Fax: 247-5386
tina.purifoy@carteretcountync.gov

Ex O¨cio Members:
Debbie Fisher
Mary Kay Cosmetics/O®ce Fusion 
Solutions/Professional Business Center
P.O. Box 1172
Morehead City, NC 28557
646-3869
d�sher1@ec.rr.com

Christina Fulcher
First Citizens Bank
101 Atlantic Beach Causeway
Atlantic Beach, NC 28512
808-4033  Mobile: 422-7766
cdukesfulcher@gmail.com

David Heath
3006 Market St.
Newport, NC 28270
223-4896  Mobile: 622-5271
shepardsville@ec.rr.com

Steve Hellersperk
Toastmasters-Morehead City/
ACS Computer Services
1106 Hedrick Blvd.
Morehead City, NC 28557
725-7377
steveh@acsit.biz

Pat Kenney
Cape Lookout National Seashore
131 Charles St.
Harkers Island, NC 28531
728-2250, ext. 3014  Fax: 728-2160
pat_kenney@nps.gov

Carol Lohr
Tourism Development Authority
3409 Arendell St.
Morehead City, NC 28557
726-8148, ext. 106  Fax: 726-0990
Direct line: 726-5257  
Mobile: 241-5217
carol@sunnync.com

Dennis Marquardt
205 Lands End Road
Morehead City, NC 28557
726-7358  
dmarquardt@ec.rr.com

Dr. Dan Novey
Carteret County Public School System
107 Safrit Drive
Beaufort, NC 28516
728-4583, ext. 1113  Fax: 728-1207
dan.novey@carteretk12.org

Russell Overman
Carteret County Manager
Courthouse Square
Beaufort, NC 28516
728-8450  Fax: 728-2092
russello@carteretcountync.gov

Vernon Small
5557 US 70 West
Morehead City, NC 28557
247-2132  Fax: 727-0277
Mobile: 241-0530
vsmall@ec.rr.com

Myles Stempin
Carteret County Economic 
Development Council
3615 Arendell St.
Morehead City, NC 28557
222-6120  Fax: 222-6124
edc@carteret.edu

Dan Williams
110 MacGregor Drive
Beaufort, NC 28516
728-3886  Mobile: 241-3211
danwilliams@ec.rr.com
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Sta�
Carteret County Chamber of 
Commerce
801 Arendell St., Suite 1
Morehead City, NC 28557
726-6350  Fax: 726-3505

Tracey Brinson
Director, Administrative Services
tracey@nccoastchamber.com
Mobile: 241-2274

Julie Naegelen
Director, Membership Services
julie@nccoastchamber.com
Mobile: 723-7745

Mike Wagoner
President
mike@nccoastchamber.com
Mobile: 723-7787 or 622-1930

Diane Warrender
Manager, Chamber Programming
diane@nccoastchamber.com
Mobile: 732-6972

Ambassadors Club Members
(As of January 1, 2015)

Pat Barrett
Homan Company of North Carolina
West Ridge Center, Suite 16
Morehead City, NC 28557
247-5766
homancoofnc@ec.rr.com

Lauren Allan-Decker
DoubleTree by Hilton Atlantic Beach
2717 W. Fort Macon Road
Atlantic Beach, NC 28512
222-4012
lauren.allan@hilton.com

Nicole Dwyer
PruittHealth – Sea Level
468 US 70 East
Sea Level, NC 28577
225-0112
ndwyer@pruitthealth.com

Teri Edwards
Carteret County Home Builders 
Association
P.O. Box 1348
Morehead City, NC 28557
342-8155
carterethba@earthlink.net

Nancy Elberson
LegalShield
211 Lawrence Road
Beaufort, NC 28516
241-4851
nancyelberson@legalshieldassociate.com

Debbie Fisher
(See Board of Directors Listing)

Rebecca Ann Gaskins 
PNC Bank 
2300 Arendell St. 
Morehead City, NC 28557 
240-6099  Fax: 240-6085
rebecca.gaskins@pnc.com

Bill Gri¨th
Friend of the Chamber
126 Plantation Circle
Beaufort, NC 28516
728-7843
bill@gri®th.com

Steve Hellersperk
(See Board of Directors Listing)

Raymond Hopkins
SFI Group Insurance Agency
101 Dolphin Street
Cape Carteret NC 28584
342-4734
raymondh@quotes�.com

Henry Kahen
Edward Jones Investments
229-1 Professional Circle
Morehead City, NC  28557
O®ce: 726-9100 or (866) 726-9101
Mobile: 269-5600
Henry.Kahen@edwardjones.com

Alyce Kelly
Hampton Inn Morehead City
4035 Arendell St.
Morehead City, NC 28557
240-0775
alyce.kelly@hilton.com

Alyce Meserve
Insure ENC
P.O. Box 1921
Newport, NC 28570
347-1076
insureenc@gmail.com

Lisa Musto
American Family Life Assurance 
Company of Columbus (A¯ac)
3707 Country Club Road
Morehead City, NC 28570
(305) 240-9416
Lisa_musto@us.a¯ac.com
Lisa.mustoinsurance@gmail.com

Joyce Olsen
SkyBank Financial
1106 Palmer Way
Morehead City, NC 29557
622-4324
jolsen@skybank�nancial.com

Melissa Burhenne
First Bank
1503 Live Oak St.
Beaufort, NC 28516
728-5544
mphillips@local�rstbank.com

Fran Pigott-Harding
MainSail Marketing Group LLC
MainSail Entertainment LLC
601 Flybridge Lane
P.O. Box 500 
Beaufort, NC 28516
269-2224

Melinda Mowry
Holiday Inn Express & Suites
5063 Executive Drive
Morehead City, NC 28557
247-5001
melinda.mowry@eastcoasthospitality.net

Bridget Stubble�eld
NCWorks Career Center – Carteret 
County
N.C. Department of Commerce – 
Division of Workforce Solutions
309 Commerce Ave.
Morehead City, NC 28557
726-7151
bridget.stubble�eld@nccommerce.com

Linda Touhey
Yadkin Bank
168 NC 24
Morehead City, NC 28557
726-3739
linda.touhey@yadkinbank.com

Gus H. Tulloss
Gus H. Tulloss Insurance
2500 Bridges St., Morehead City
P.O. Box 751
Rocky Mount, NC 27802
904-4651
gust@suddenlink.net

Bob Upchurch
Bob Upchurch Appraisals, LLC
211 Georgia Ave.
Morehead City, NC 28557
247-9905
bobupchurch@ec.rr.com

Martha Vaughan
Martha Vaughan Insurance & Estate 
Services/
Melaleuca, �e Wellness Company
P.O. Box 246
Morehead City, NC 28557
726-8723
contact@marthavaughaninsurance.com

Tiller School 
Social & Academic Excellence  

~Since 1993~ 
 
 
 
 

www.tillerschool.org 
252.728.1995 

Dr. Kerry Youngblood of 
Carteret Community College 
displays the new “We Value 
Diplomas” sticker to promote 
the partnership between 
business and education to 
encourage young people to 
graduate from high school.
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Fundamental Facts…
(All telephone numbers are in Area Code 252 unless otherwise noted)

U.S. Senators:
Richard Burr (R)
United States Senate
217 Russell Senate O®ce Building
Washington, DC 20510-3306
(202) 224-3154  Fax: (202) 228-2981
burr.senate.gov

�om Tillis (R)
United States Senate
SD-G 55 (Temporary O®ce)
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-6342  Fax: (202) 228-2563
tillis.senate.gov

U.S. Representative:
Walter B. Jones, Jr. (R) 
House of Representatives
2333 Rayburn House O®ce Building
Washington, DC 20515-3303
(202) 225-3415  Fax: (202) 225-3286
jones.house.gov

Governor:
Pat McCrory (R)
O®ce of the Governor
20301 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-0301
(919) 733-4240  Fax: (919) 733-2120
governor.o®ce@nc.gov
www.governor.state.nc.us

Lt. Governor:
Dan Forest (R)
Legislative O®ce
20401 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-0401
(919) 733-7350  Fax: (919) 733-6595
lt.gov@nc.gov
www.ltgov.state.nc.us

State Senator:
Norman W. Sanderson (R)
300 N. Salisbury St., Room 629
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925
(919) 733-5706
Norman.Sanderson@ncleg.net

State Representative:
Pat McElraft (R)
300 N. Salisbury St., Room 634
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925 
(919) 733-6275
Pat.McElraft@ncleg.net

Carteret County Government
302 Courthouse Square
Beaufort NC 28516 
728-8450
 
County Commissioners:
Robin Comer (R), Chair
400 Wetherington Landing
Stella, NC 28582
393-6646 or 393-3244
robin.comer@carteretcountync.gov

Elaine Crittenton (R)
162 Crittenton Drive
Newport, NC 28570
732-0140
elaine.crittenton@carteretcountync.gov

Jimmy Farrington (R)
P.O. Box 4102
Emerald Isle, NC 28594
732-0002
jimmy.farrington@carteretcountync.gov

Terry Frank (R)
1403 Chip Shot Drive
Morehead City, NC 28557
732-0231
terry.frank@carteretcountync.gov

Mark Mans�eld (R)
P.O. Box 1681
Morehead City, NC 28557
732-0875
mark.mans�eld@carteretcountync.gov

Jonathan Robinson (R)
682 Seashore Drive
Atlantic, NC 28511
269-4970
jonathan.robinson@carteretcountync.gov

Bill Smith (R)
108 Bobby’s Drive
Newport, NC 28570
269-5506
wsmith@carteretcountync.gov

County Manager:  
Russell Overman
302 Courthouse Square
Beaufort, NC 28516 
728-8450
russello@carteretcountync.gov

Other County Phone Numbers

Animal Control ......................... 728-8585
Building Inspections .................. 728-8545
CCATS
Transportation Service .............. 240-1043
Civic Center .............................. 247-3883
Clerk of Court ........................... 504-4400
Clerk to the
Board of Commissioners ........... 728-8580
Cooperative Extension .............. 222-6352
District Attorney ....................... 504-4500
Economic Development ............ 222-6120
Elections .................................... 728-8460
Emergency Services ................... 222-5841
Environmental Health
Division ..................................... 728-8499
Finance ...................................... 728-8410
Fire Marshal .............................. 222-5841
Health Department ................... 728-8550
Human Resources ..................... 728-8401
Information Systems ................. 728-8506
Juvenile Justice & Restitution .... 728-8564
Magistrate ................................. 504-4543
Mosquito Control ...................... 504-2107
Parks & Recreation .................... 808-3301
Pest Management ...................... 728-8585
Planning & Inspections ............. 728-8497
Probation & Parole (Adult) ....... 728-3877
Public Defender ........................ 504-4545
Public Works ............................. 728-8595
Rape Crisis ................................ 504-3668
Register of Deeds ...................... 728-8474
Senior Services/Aging ............... 247-2626
Sheri� ’s Department ................. 504-4800
Shore Protection  ....................... 222-5835
Social Services ........................... 728-3181
Solid Waste Services .................. 726-4855
Tax O®ce .................................. 728-8535

728-8494
Veterans Services ....................... 728-8440
Voter Information...................... 728-8460
Water Utilities ........................... 728-8410
Western O®ce .......................... 393-3204
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Carteret County Public School System
107 Safrit Drive, Beaufort, NC 28516 
728-4583
www.carteretcountyschools.org 

�e Carteret County Public School System has an estimated 8,413 students in grades K through 12, plus 107 in 
pre-K.  �e system operates 16 schools spread across the county.  With about 1,085 employees, the school system is 
the second largest employer in the county.

�e mission of the Carteret County Public School System is “to graduate all students prepared to be productive 
citizens.”  �e system prides itself on being the place “where students learn, grow and achieve.”

Board of Education:
Blake Beadle
1604 Four Iron Road
Morehead City, NC 28557
646-7887
blake.beadle@carteretk12.org

David Carr
1611 Sanderling Drive
Morehead City, NC 28557
240-2649
sdavidcarr@gmail.com

Kevin Geraghty

�e Marching Patriots of West Carteret High School are 
shown here in the 2014 Carteret County Veterans Day 
Parade.

Cindy Yount, Carteret Community College

Recent graduates of Carteret Community College’s Practi-
cal Nursing program, from left, are:  Diane Cape, Angela 
Bedford, Ti�any Andrews, Logan Emory and Casey Waters. 

Jodi Robinson became 
re-certi¥ed in structural 
shielded metal arc welding 
at Carteret Community 
College.
  

Melissa Ehlers
209 Glenn Abby Drive
Morehead City, NC 28557
726-1725
melissa.ehlers@carteretk12.org

June Fulcher
P.O. Box 184
Atlantic, NC 28511
225-5511
bjsf50@yahoo.com

Perry Harker
512 Pollock St.
Beaufort, NC 28516
728-7201
perry.harker@carteretk12.org

Al Hill, Chair
688 Roberts Road
Newport, NC 28570
223-5234
al.hill@carteretk12.org

John “Bubba” McLean
507 Deer Creek Drive
Cape Carteret, NC 28582
764-2154
507jmc@gmail.com

Superintendent:  
Dr. Dan Novey
728-4583, ext. 1113
dan.novey@carteretk12.org

Kevin Geraghty 

�e West Carteret High School colorguard performs a 
routine for the parade watchers.

Carteret Community College
3505 Arendell St.
Morehead City, NC 28557
222-6000
President:  Dr. Kerry Youngblood
youngbloodk@carteret.edu
www.carteret.edu

Carteret Community College o�ers opportunities for 
life-long learning through high-quality traditional 
and distance learning teaching, training support and 
enrichment with the intended purpose of improving 
the quality of life for all citizens of Carteret County 
and eastern North Carolina.  �e college provides more 
than 100 course o�erings, and students can pursue a 
certi�cate, diploma or associate degree.

�e university transfer program enables students to 
complete the �rst two years of a bachelor’s degree while 
saving money and living at home.  Other excellent 
programs include aquaculture, culinary, hospitality 
and restaurant management, health sciences, business 
technologies, �ne arts and marine trades.  �e student 
population includes about 2,600 curriculum students 
and 6,675 continuing education students.  �e college 
employs nearly 160 people as full-time faculty and sta� 
members.

Crystal Coast Preparatory School
145 Eckerd Road, Newport, NC 28570
222-0977
Joe Goodnight
general@crystalcoastprep.com
www.crystalcoastprep.org

Crystal Coast Preparatory School’s mission is to provide 
students with an educational foundation that includes 
self-awareness, literacy, mastery of core academic prin-
ciples, global perspectives, the arts, �nancial literacy and 
technology.

Crystal Coast believes education should be about more 
than memorization, repetition and standardized tests.  
�e school o�ers an individual approach to education, 
featuring a unique yet open environment that emphasiz-
es a child’s natural interests and allows a child to set his 
or her own developmental pace.  While student success 
is cherished in areas of required testing, Crystal Coast 
does not lose sight of the child’s individual nature and 
the need to nurture the whole child.

Gramercy Christian School
8170 US 70, Newport, NC 28570
352-5199
Headmaster:  D. Kirk Nielsen
gcsheadmaster@gmail.com
www.gramercychristian.org

Gramercy Christian School is a ministry of Faith 
Evangelical Bible Church and is located at 8170 US 70, 
Newport.  It serves 205 students in grades K-12 with a 
faith-based education that includes �ne arts and athletics.  
�e Gramercy academic program is college-preparatory, 
which enables graduates to be able to successfully enter 
and complete higher education.  Quali�ed teachers guide 
the student’s learning experience.  Average student-
teacher ratio is 16:1 with teacher aides in grades K-6.  
Gramercy’s mission is to “Partner with parents to develop 
their children as Disciples of Christ, through education, 
while maintaining a biblical worldview.”

St. Egbert Catholic School
1705 Evans St., Morehead City, NC 28557
726-3418
Principal:  Peggy Lane
principal@stegbertcatholicschool.org
www.stegbertcatholicschool.org

Founded in 1956, St. Egbert Catholic School is a Pre-
K-grade 5 elementary school.  Its mission is to educate 
the total child – mind, body and spirit.  In addition to 
core curriculum, supplemental classes including Spanish, 
art, music, technology and physical education are also 
provided.  After-school care is open daily until 6 p.m.  
Beginning with the 2014-15 school year, St. Egbert 
will participate in the NC Opportunity Scholarship 
Program, which grants qualifying families the choice 
to attend private schools by awarding scholarships up 
to $4,200 per child, per school year.  Children of all 
religious denominations are welcome.

THE CHAMBER
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Tiller School of Carteret County
1950 US 70 East, Beaufort, NC 28516
728-1955
Executive Director:  Virginia Jones
executivedirector@tillerschool.org
www.tillerschool.org

Tiller School is a tuition-free, public charter school 
located in Beaufort.  Tiller School is dedicated to 
equality education, serving grades K-5 since 1993.  Tiller 
School is a compassionate community that engages 
students in rigorous academics, �ne arts exploration 
and social responsibility.  In addition to teaching core 
academic subjects, students are also instructed in physical 
education, technology, art and music daily.  Students can 
participate in an after school program until 6 p.m. as well 
as after school enrichment clubs.  �e average enrollment 
is 192 students, with a 16:1 student-teacher ratio. 

Kevin Geraghty

Tiller School students participated in the 2014 
Veterans Day Parade.

Municipalities:  Phone Numbers
Atlantic Beach .......................................726-2121
Beaufort .................................................728-2141
Bogue ....................................................393-3055
Cape Carteret ........................................393-8483
Cedar Point ...........................................393-7898
Emerald Isle ..........................................354-3424
Indian Beach .........................................247-3344
Morehead City ......................................726-6848
Newport ................................................223-4749
Peletier ...................................................393-8666
Pine Knoll Shores ..................................247-4353

Populations ( July 2013 est.)
County....................................................... 69,239
Atlantic Beach ............................................. 1,507
Beaufort ....................................................... 4,152
Bogue ............................................................. 720
Cape Carteret .............................................. 2,127
Cedar Point ................................................. 1,382
Emerald Isle ................................................ 3,784
Indian Beach .................................................. 112
Morehead City ............................................ 9,329
Newport ...................................................... 4,786
Peletier ............................................................ 672
Pine Knoll Shores ........................................ 1,372
Unincorporated Areas ............................... 43,296
(Source:  N.C. O³ce of State Budget and 
Management)

County Property Tax Rates
(per $100 valuation, 2014-15)
Carteret County  .300
Atlantic Beach .165
Beaufort .330
Bogue .050
Cape Carteret .1525
Cedar Point .0625
Morehead City .330
Newport .357
Peletier .055
Emerald Isle

Oceanfront .170
Non-oceanfront .140

Indian Beach
Oceanfront .230
Non-oceanfront .190

Pine Knoll Shores 
Oceanfront .208
Non-oceanfront .170

(Source:  Carteret County Tax O³ce.  For rescue district 
taxes, ¥re district taxes, water rates and solid waste rates, 
call 728-8535/728-8494 or go to www.carteretcountytax.
com.)

Relocation Information
Vehicles
Department of Motor Vehicles 726-5586
5347 US 70 West, Morehead City

Tags and Titles 726-7695
3025 Bridges St., Morehead City

Power Companies
Carteret-Craven Electric Cooperative 
 247-3107 or 800-682-2217
Duke Energy Progress 800-452-2777

Local Telephone Service
CenturyLink 633-9011 (Residential)
 800-786-6272 (Business)
(Refer to the local telephone directories for 
other service providers)

Cable Company
Time Warner Cable 800-206-7173

Bogue Banks Library
Pine Knoll Shores 247-4660

Carteret County Public Library
Beaufort 728-2050

Newport Public Library 223-5108

Webb Memorial Library
Morehead City 726-3012

Western Carteret Library
Cape Carteret 393-6500

Crystal Coast Civic Center 247-3883

Crystal Coast Tourism 726-8148
 800-SUNNY NC 
Emerald Isle O¨ce 393-3100

Carteret County Career Center 726-7151

Senior Citizens Center 247-2626
SCORE 222-6126

Tax General Information 877-252-3052
 www.dor.state.nc.us
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